
three months of 2009. One of the worst
hit areas is in California’s central
valley, where housing prices in
Modesto and Stockton have fallen
an eye-popping 50%.

Many banks had temporarily
stopped foreclosure proceedings
through March but are now
ramping up their foreclosure efforts.
These foreclosures are not only
hitting neighborhoods that are
mainly oppressed nationality, but
also more and more renters,
who are being evicted when their
landlords are foreclosed. Even
apartment renters are being hit as
former homeowners are competing
for a place to live, keeping rents
up. 
This situation is bound to increase

Moline Workers
Fight Wells Fargo 
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San José, CA- The United States is
now in its longest recession since the
Great Depression of the 1930s. At the
end of April, the recession that
officially began in December of 2007
reached 17 months in length, passing
the deep 1981-82 and 1974-75
recessions. The economy has lost
almost 6 million jobs, or 4.1%
of total jobs at the beginning of the
recession, the worst downturn
since the recession of 1948.
Unemployment in the African
American community hit a  depres-
sion-level 15% in April, while
unemployment for Asian Americans
has risen the fastest, more than
doubling over the last year.

While the pace of layoffs has slowed
from earlier in the year, the
unemployed are finding it harder and
harder to land new jobs. The average
time out of work continues to rise,
hitting more than 5 months in April.
The number of workers collecting
unemployment insurance benefits
set a new record in April, at 8.5
million, almost three times the level of
a year earlier. The number of people on
the Federal Food Stamp program
is also at a record high, with more
than 32 million, or 10.6%, of the
population getting food aid.

While jobs and income losses mount,
home prices continue to fall. As of
February, the price of homes has fallen
30% since the peak in mid-2006.  This
drop in price has led to more than one-
quarter of homeowners being ‘under-
water,’ with mortgages greater than the
value of their home during the first

the number of homeless people -
as a record number of homes stand
empty. During the first three months of
2009, 15% of  houses were vacant, or
more than 19 million homes. The situ-
ation has gotten so bad that one bank in
Victorville, a city near Los Angeles,
California, demolished new homes
that it had foreclosed on rather than
trying to sell them.

In the past, many households
could borrow against their
homes to tide them over rough
economic times. But with unemploy-
ment up and housing prices in
their deepest fall since the
Great Depression, household
bankruptcies are soaring. In April,
more than 125,000 individuals filed for
bankruptcy, up 36% from a year ago.

There could be as many as
1.6 million bankruptcy fil-
ings this year, almost three
times the number of 2006,
when filings plunged
due to the bank-backed
law that made declaring
bankruptcy much harder.

State and local govern-
ments are also being
squeezed by the economic
crisis. 47 of 50 states have
budget  deficits, totaling
more  than $100 billion for
fiscal year 2009,
which comes to more
than 15% of their budgets.
Despite raising taxes
and cutting spending,
California and many
other states face growing
deficits as the economy
continues to deteriorate.

These budget cuts and
tax increases are hitting
working people both
directly and indirectly.
Here in California, state
employees (except for
prison guards, who
make up two-thirds
of state workers) were
forced to take two
days a month off without
pay, which is almost a 10%
cut in pay. States across
the country are cutting
health care spending
for low-income families,
even as more and more
people are losing their
health insurance due to job
losses. Medicaid and the
State Children’s Health
Insurance Program or
SCHIP are both under
the gun, along with
Temporary Aid

to Needy Families (TANF, or
welfare) and other social
service programs.

Local governments and schools
are at the beginning of belt-tightening
as property tax revenues fall
along with housing prices and cuts
in state aid. In March, some 25,000
public school teachers in California
received early notification of
possible layoffs for the fall. State
universities and colleges are raising
fees and cutting admissions to
cope with budget cuts.

Despite the rising unemployment
and bankruptcies along with
falling home prices, Wall Street,

U.S. in Longest Recession Since the 1930s
Economic Pains for Working People Mount
By Adam Price
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Rosemary Williams of south Minneapolis is fighting to save herhome. Neighbors have
joined in a lawsuit against the lender, arguing that having one fifth of the homes on her
block in foreclosure creates a civil nuisance as properties deteriorate. Neighbors say
Ms. Williams is a natural caretaker of the home she has lived in formore than 30 years,
as well as a caretaker of the community, where she has lived for55 years.

Recession, continued on page 2
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the people’s struggle!  We pro-
vide coverage and analysis of
some of the key battles facing
working and low-income peo-
ple.

We are not ‘neutral’or ‘even-
handed’in our coverage. We
are opposed to exploitation,
discrimination and oppression.
We hold that the rich class of
people, who run the economy
and government of this coun-
try, are unfit to rule. We sup-
port all movements that chal-
lenge their power and privi-
lege.

The writers and staff of Fight
Back!are activists and organiz-
ers - in the trade unions, low-
income community, oppressed

nationality movements, on the
campuses and in other peo-
ple’s movements. We welcome
articles, letters, comments and
criticisms. Some of us work-
ing to put out this paper are
members of Freedom Road
Socialist Organization.
Articles represent the views of
the people and organizations
that author them. 

For the time being, Fight
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times a year
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High Unemployment
Likely to Continue

Dear Readers,

This latest issue of Fight Back!is full
of news about the deepening economic
crisis and the growing fight against
its effects. From Chicago to Florida,
working people are on the move.

If you want to stay up to date as
this movement for justice builds,
subscribe to this paper, or buy a
subscription for a friend or coworker.

Fight Back! has reporters around the
country who are  activists and organiz-
ers in the people’s movements. For
example on May 1, International

Workers Day, writers for Fight Back!
could be heard speaking at the big
immigrant rights protests, while thou-
sands of copies of the paper were dis-
tributed to folks attending.

Are you sick and tired of the corporate
media defending the bailouts for
richest of the rich? Then help build
a newspaper that is the antidote to their
lies. Subscribe today!

Sincerely,

Mick Kelly,
Editor, Fight Back!

Armando Robles, a leaderof the Republic Windows occupation and presi-
dent of UE Local 1110 speaking at a May Day fund raising event forFight
Back!

Fight Back! photo by Ben Seese

Support Fight Back!

the corporate-controlled media and
many politicians are saying that
the economy is bottoming out. They
say that since the economy is
getting worse at a slower pace, a
turnaround is in the near future. 

One problem with this rosy view
is that corporations, weighed down
with huge amounts of debt, are
in trouble. Business bankruptcies
are on the rise. More than
43,000 businesses declared bankruptcy
in 2008, 54% more than in 2007.
In April, Chrysler Corporation filed
for bankruptcy, as the economic
downturn, financial crisis and
mismanagement finally sunk one of
Detroit’s Big Three despite billions
of dollars of federal government
aid. As auto manufacturers close
plants and shed jobs, there is a
multiplier effect on parts suppliers
and dealers.

Others base their optimism on the
huge government stimulus
package. But while the Obama
administration program does provide
some help for the unemployed,
schools and transportation, a far
larger amount has been spent on
bailing out banks and other financial
institutions. These same banks
continue to cut back on lending that
households and businesses need.
In contrast, the federal government’s
aid to General Motors and Chrysler
is conditioned on even more
factory and dealer closings that will
cut - not create - jobs.

Even if the end of the recession
is not far off, it will be marked by
growth in the economy and
corporate profits, not jobs. Many
jobs in auto are gone for good as
plants and dealers shut down.
With millions of empty homes,
construction jobs will not reach
the peaks of the last housing
boom. The FIRE (Finance,
Insurance, and Real Estate)

industries were among the fastest
growing before the recession
when the economy was piling
on more and more debt, but
no more. In the last two recessions
in 2001 and 1991, job losses
continued for up to two years after
those recessions ended.

But the people’s fight back against
the crisis is growing. Workers and
progressive people across the
country rallied to support the
Chicago Republic Window Workers
and their union, United Electrical,
Radio, and Machine Workers (UE)
Local 1110 in their struggle
against the shutdown of their plant
by Bank of America. In Minneapolis,
Minnesota, the People’s Bailout
Coalition is fighting foreclosures
and pushing for a people’s bailout
bill in the state legislature by
uniting labor, community and student
organizations. In North Carolina,
students, campus workers and
faculty protested the budget cuts
at the University of North Carolina’s
Board of Trustee meetings - just one
of a growing number of fight
backs against cuts in public education.

While most struggles are small and
locally based, there is a growing
anger at big bankers and big
business who brought on the
crisis. To add insult to injury, many
of them are being rewarded
with obscene bonuses, high
salaries and tax cuts while the
suffering of working people, and
in particular in oppressed
nationalities such as African
Americans and Latinos, deepens.
Time will tell that there is no
recovery in sight for working
people and that our real hope lies
in organization and struggle, not         in
the Democrats or Republicans
in Washington D.C.

Recession, continued from page 1
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worker who came to the scene
made the University sign a waiver
to relieve the company from any
further liability, as he characterized the
situation as “dangerous,” and
the building “below code.”
Despite this, workers were
evacuated from only part of the
building, and for only a short period of
time. Then everyone was sent back to
work.

Chicago, IL - Meetings of the workers
from the Patient Access call center at
UIC Medical Center look like the wait-
ing room of an orthopedics clinic.
Many of the workers are wearing
carpal tunnel braces on their wrists or
show the scars of surgery.

In a recent survey conducted of
employees there, two out of three
respondents stated they were either
being treated for carpal tunnel, had
complained of pain from repetitive
motion or had a previous condition
that was aggravated from the working
conditions in the department. Workers
complained of a lack of ergonomic
equipment.

But workers also complained of the
pace of work. In March, management
announced that the work load was
being increased by almost double,
from five completed registrations and
insurance verifications per hour to
eight.

Workers fought back against the
increase. They held meetings to speak
out against it. Union representatives
were called and a meeting was
demanded to express opposition to
management. To emphasize quality for
patients and safety in their work, work-
ers had a t-shirt day and a ‘purple day’
(the color of SEIU).

And last week, the workers won. The
old registration rate, or ‘reg rate,’was
restored.

Five workers who wished to remain
anonymous to avoid retaliation by
management reported that in their
performance evaluations, managers
stated that the goal in the department
is: Five registrations per hour.

In addition, the assistant director,
Paula Lagioia, reported in a staff meet-
ing that no one is making the reg rate
of eight, and five out of six employees
are at the old rate.

With no fanfare or official notice, the
speedup has been called off.

Health and Safety Committee
Elected

Buoyed by this victory, workers are
going ahead with an effort to finally
deal with the health and safety issues

in their workplace. Three union work-
ers - Cynthia Halsey, Trillia Richards
and Leti Rios - were elected to serve
on a Health and Safety Committee to
meet with management.

The need for this committee was
made more urgent because of a
gas leak in the building early in
April. Three workers were sent to
the hospital and the People’s Gas

UIC: Patient access workers
stop speedup
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By Joe Iosbaker

Hospital workers at the University of Illinois - Chicago stopped a speed-up  that threatened quality and patient
safety.

Indiana:
Workers rally and say,
‘It’s about respect’

Gary, IN - Edgewater Systems for
Balanced Living is a social service
agency here whose services cover chil-
dren with developmental disorders as
well as adults with chronic mental ill-
ness. The 180 housekeepers, mainte-
nance workers, therapists and teachers
are members of Teamsters Local 743.
These workers care for their clients,
often giving out of their own pockets
to buy things for them.

However, their wages are below indus-
try standards and staffing levels are
worse than the state average in - jobs
where staff are threatened by violence
and where working conditions are dif-
ficult. When negotiations for a new
contract came around this year, man-
agement offered raises of only1%,
1.5% and 1% over three years.

It was too much disrespect for workers
who are already sick and tired, so they
took a stand. On April 15, 50 workers

and their supporters rallied outside a
meeting of the company’s board of
directors. Joining the workers were
representatives of three other
Teamsters locals and workers from
SEIU (Service Employees
International Union) Local 73.

Wages, safe staffing levels and senior-
ity rights for layoff and recall have
been important issues in the negotia-
tions, but as worker Gilbert
Washington says, “It’s about respect.” 

Alfredo Gomez, the Local 743 repre-
sentative for the workers, explained
the setting of this conflict: “The CEO
is making $238,000 and is building a
new house in a swankier part of
Indiana, outside of Gary, while the jan-
itors here make $7.50 an hour.”

Management canceled their directors’
meeting to avoid the protest, but
according to Gomez, “Management
saw the members stood strong. They
got the message.”

By staff

Florida: 
Workers Rally Against
Union Busters

Jacksonville, FL - On May 17, 150
union members from around
north Florida and southern Georgia
gathered outside the Hyatt Regency
Riverfront Hotel here to expose
a top-secret meeting of CUE,
the Committee for a Union-Free
Environment. Corporate bosses
are trying to stop the Employee
Free Choice Act (EFCA) from
passing in Congress, an event
that one union buster referred to as
“Armageddon.” Unions like the
Teamsters, Boilermakers, Electricians,
Metalworkers, Carpenters, Plumbers
and community and student supporters
attended.

After a march through downtown
Jacksonville, the workers and their
families crowded around the
entrance to the Hyatt Regency,
demanding that the union
busters come out and face people
they were trying to suppress.
The demonstrators had come to
Jacksonville to support the
Employee Free Choice Act.
The protest exposed the secret

anti-union meeting for what it really
was: A disgusting example of how
corporate America’s interests are in
stark opposition to the interests of
the majority.

Local press arrived on the scene to
film and interview the workers’
disruption of the secret meeting.
Dustin Ponder, recently fired for orga-
nizing a union at a restaurant
in Gainesville, asked one of the
union busters, “Have your kids ever
had to work a minimum wage job?”
The union buster was speechless. 

The rally succeeded in exposing
the otherwise hidden agenda of the
corporate big shots attending the
meeting and was met by the
employees of the non-union Hyatt
Regency with enthusiastic fists in
the air and shouts of solidarity. It was
clear that they, too, wanted the right
to organize for better wages, health
care, paid vacations and dignity at
work. As participant Ben Dictor of
Gainesville told the corporate fat cats,
“We teach your children, we cook your
food, we build your houses and we’ll
dig your graves.”

By Fernando Figueroa



emphasized Angaza Laughinghouse,
president of UE 150, as he spoke to
workers who walked out of the meet-
ing. “We’re not going to let them bail
out bankers and corporations while we
can’t afford to eat!”

To listen to a podcast interview with
Max Davis, president of UE 150-
Durham: www.fightbacknews.org

month, if we have to get
our checks cashed in
advance - if we have to do
that to survive, to use our
‘rainy day fund,’then they
need to go into theirs too.”

UE 150 is organizing pub-
lic service workers to fight
back and wage a “State of
Emergency” campaign to
protect workers’jobs. The
union notes, “The root of
the budget problem faced
by municipalities and the
state is North Carolina’s
outdated revenue systems.
Proposals in the state legis-
lature will increase the
already huge tax breaks for
corporations and the
wealthy.”

After rallying outside City
Hall, the workers marched
into the city council meet-
ing. Public comment on the
budget was not allowed, so
when City Manager Tom Bonfield
began to talk about the “regrettable”
loss of jobs, the workers walked out of
the meeting.

UE 150 and Durham city workers
promise to return on June 1 for the next
hearing of the proposed budget with a
bigger presence. “Our heads are on the
line, we need to get organized!”

Rock Island, IL - On June 2, United
Electrical (UE) members at Quad
Cities Die Casting, along with other
members of the community, served
Wells Fargo with a notice of default on
the bank’s obligations to the U.S.
working people. Wells Fargo is liqui-
dating their factory and throwing 100
people out of work after 60 years of
business.

Keith Scribner, a 19-year employee
and president of UE Local 1174, said
it simply in front of the Wells Fargo
doors where the workers posted
their demands, “Keep the financing
going instead of closing.” Workers
like Deb Johann, who has worked at
Quad City Die Casting for 31 years,
told the large crowd, “Keeping the
money is shameful,” referring to
the $25 billion of federal bailout funds
sent in to Wells Fargo for just these
kinds of cases. The rally included other
union workers from AFSCME Council
31, the sheet metal workers and the
Quad City Federation of Labor.
Every media outlet in town covered
the militant action.

Many of the workers spoke about
the inspiration that they have gotten
from the Republic Windows and
Doors victories. In fact, on June 11
Quad Cities Die Casting workers

from Moline will join their fellow UE
Republic Windows workers at a rally
in Chicago. They also see their fight
very much connected to the folks
at Hartmarx, a Chicago-based suit
maker that owns Seaford Clothing
in Rock Island. They are also fighting
for Wells Fargo to do the right thing on
a bigger scale .

The Quad City Die Casting workers
have been given notice of the plant
closing on July 12. They have watched
countless companies close around
them and the terrible effect it has had
on their city. These same Quad Cities
Die Casting workers fought just a
few years ago in a pitched lockout
battle. The company has loyal cus-

tomers that can help get the company
profitable again.

Everybody in the country stands to
gain from the efforts of these brave
workers. And Quad Cities Die Casting
workers, like Helen Ptacek, Keith
Scribner and Deb Johann are inviting
even more people to back them up.

Moline, Illinois:
UE Local 1147 serves notice on
Wells Fargo bank
By Stephanie Weiner

Durham, NC - Fifty city workers and
their supporters gathered outside City
Hall here, May 18, to protest a decision
by the city council to lay off 35 work-
ers and eliminate 113 more positions
that are currently unfilled. The result
will put a huge strain on the backs of
workers who are already understaffed,
underpaid and overworked. The job
losses will also lead to a deterioration
in critical services that these workers
provide to the public.

The economic crisis has hit Durham
hard, with the city projecting a $24-40
million budget shortfall for the coming
year due to lower revenues from sales
tax and fewer development permits.
This is the excuse that City Manager
Tom Bonfield is using to lay off work-
ers and eliminate jobs.

However, organizers with UE 150, the
North Carolina Public Service Workers
union, point out that the city could
spend just 3% of its rainy day fund,
worth $10 million, and not have to lay
anyone off.

“We are not going to sit by and let this
happen,” said Nathanette Mayo, secre-
tary for UE 150’s Durham chapter, and
an organizer of the protest. “These are
hard times. If workers have to take out
from our savings, if we have to use
credit cards to get by from month to

Durham City Workers Fight Economic Crisis: 

‘Don’t Balance the Budget on the Backs
of City Workers!’
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By Kosta Harlan

Workers from Quad City Die Casting in Moline, Illinois served Wells Fargo with a notice of default on the bank’s
obligations to working people.  There will be a day of action in support of these workers on June 22.

Chicago, IL - The University of
Illinois Board of Trustees had protest-
ers inside and outside their meeting
here, May 21.

Inside, speakers representing union,
student and community groups
opposed cutbacks in the UIC
(University of Illinois - Chicago) bud-
get. The members of the coalition
applauded loudly when Sirlena Perry,
a 25-year employee and a leader in the
Service Employees International
Union (SEIU) Local 73, declared,
“You have abandoned the ‘Urban
Mission.’” This is the name UIC gives
to its pledge to help the poor, mainly
Black and Latino communities that
surround the campus. Most workers at
UIC are from these communities.

Outside, upwards of 100 people pick-
eted for over two hours to put the
Board of Trustees on notice that lay-
offs, tuition hikes, increases in fees for
graduate employees and cuts in ser-
vices to the community would all face
opposition. The picketers were out-
raged because one month earlier,
University of Illinois administrators
had asked for and received support
from Local 73 and the Graduate
Employees Organization for a lobby-
ing effort at the state legislature for a

UIC Bailed Out,
But Workers
Sold Out
By Joe Iosbaker

Sold Out, continued on page 5



want?  Free Choice!  When do we want
it?  Now!”  The bosses at the WMC
would not speak to the media, but
passed out literature that opposed the
EFCA. 

The Wisconsin Manufacturers &
Commerce is also opposing a measure
that would make Milwaukee the third
U.S. city to win paid sick days.  The
paid sick days ballot initiative passed
in November with an astounding 69%
mandate and would give all workers in
Milwaukee nine paid sick days each
year, a huge victory for all workers.

bosses. Unions and workers are
demanding this new amendment to the
National Labor Relations Act that will
make forming a union a simple demo-
cratic choice. 

The Wisconsin Manufacturers &
Commerce conference was closed to
the public and the press, but 150 work-
ers showed up at 8:00 a.m. outside to
make their voices heard.  Workers held
signs in favor of the Employee Free
Choice Act and chanted, “What do we

Milwaukee, WI - Angry labor union-
ists and their supporters protested here,
May 19, against Republican hit man
Karl Rove. The conservative lobbying
group, Wisconsin Manufacturers &
Commerce (WMC) invited former
Bush aide Karl Rove to speak against
the Employee Free Choice Act
(EFCA).  EFCApromises to make it
easier for workers to form unions with
less interference and dirty tricks from

Milwaukee:
Workers slam Karl Rove,
Back Employee Free
Choice Act

By Jacob Flom

Fight Back! interviewed Gregg
Shotwell, a worker from the Delphi
auto parts plant in Coopersville,
Michigan, and a founder of Soldiers
of Solidarity, an organization of
rank-and-file members of the
United Auto Workers (UAW). This
interview deals with a number of
critical issues, including the role
of the UAW leadership and the
need for a united resistance on the
part rank and file workers.

Fight Back!: For months we’ve
heard about the economic and
financial crisis and how it’s playing
out in the auto industry. The
corporate media doesn’t report on
what it means for workers. 

Gregg Shotwell: I’m retired since
November, 2008 but I’m in contact

with workers. The peculiar situation
now is the average worker has
come to realize they are not just
fighting the company; they  are fight-
ing the union and they are
fighting the government. They really
feel like everything is stacked
up against them.

It’ s become increasingly clear
that the union has blocked the rank
and file out of negotiations. So
workers and retirees feel abandoned.
They’re up against a three-headed
dog: the union, the company
and the government. 

Most critically, in the last labor
agreement that came out with
Chrysler, workers didn’t have any
information on the contract they
were going to vote on until the day
they were to vote on it, but they

were told this: If you don’t pass
this contract, the company will
go into bankruptcy and then every-
thing will be in jeopardy. So the work-
ers were voting with a gun to their
head.

In the contract, certain plants
were guaranteed to stay open. As
soon as the contract was ratified,
Chrysler went into bankruptcy,
and announced additional plant
closings. After all the concessions
they made, they still didn’t get
any  security.

But the worst thing and this is
the most important part of what
happened in this last set of
negotiations, the union agreed that in
2011, when this contract expires,
if they can’t settle the next contract,
they agree to non-binding arbitration,

and compensation would be set
at non-union levels.

This is not a contract: this is a death
warrant for the union. The union de-
certified itself. There’s no longer any
benefit to membership. If they agree in
advance we will accept non-binding
arbitration - this goes along with the
no-strike clause. They’ve abrogated
voting rights.

This is a moving target. In 2011,
Toyota will have ratcheted down
their compensation because they
only set their level of wages at
the union level to keep the union
out. That’s no longer a threat to
them any more. Now they
can go back to workers in their
factories that don’t have any
union and say to them, “We going
to have to cut a dollar or two an
hour; we’re going to have to cut
health care; we’re going to have to
stop contributing to your 401k.” So
by 2011, the average non-union
wage is going to be that much lower
than it is now.

So what the union has done is
decertify itself as the bargaining agent
for workers. 

Fight Back!: Is there an initiative by
any force to fight any part of this?

Shotwell: There is a lot of anger out
there so there are opportunities.
We’re seeing a lot of reactions - a lot
of spontaneous activity right now,
especially in the Detroit area and in
Michigan, where Chrysler workers
are demonstrating and picketing,
demanding to keep their plants open. 

The other part of the fight back is
the potential for a broader movement.
This crisis isn’t new, it’s just
broader. We can go back and look
at steel and rubber and textile
and electronics and airlines and
PATCO and Staley and say,
“Y’know, they’ve been picking
us off one at a time for years
and years.” 

But now everybody is impacted
and there’s not a safety net for
anyone, because if it’s not your
pension it’s your 401k, or it’s that
your house isn’t worth anything
any more; or you’re forced to
relocate but you can’t afford to
uproot; or you’re losing your job
or your pay is being cut; and
it doesn’t matter if you’re a
knowledge worker or a salaried
worker or a laborer, everybody
is in this position. Everybody’s
angry and threatened and
recognizing that these mechanisms
and these organizations that were
supposed to secure your life
are no longer valid. All the rules
have changed. I think there’s a
real possibility that we can have
a much more united resistance
because everyone is under attack,
not just one industry or one union.

Interview with rank-and-file leader Gregg Shotwell

The economic crisis and
the auto industry

FIGHT BACK!                                                JULY/AUGUST 2009 PAGE 5

By staff

Members of Milwaukee Students for a Democratic Society and labor
activists march in solidarity for workers rights.

Chop from
the Top

budget increase. As a result of these
efforts, Governor Quinn announced
that an earlier 2.5% cut to UIC’s bud-
get was being restored, and this year’s
budget would also have a small
increase.

Union members were in Springfield
where University of Illinois President
Joe White addressed them in a rally,
saying, “Thank you for your voice.”
Meanwhile, UIC’s Vice Chancellor for
Human Resources, John Loya, was
drawing up a list of 35 workers whose
positions were to be eliminated; who
would be ‘bumped’from their current
positions; and finally 35 to then be laid
off. When the coalition members
marched from the Board of Trustees
meeting to join the picket line, they
shouted at the trustees and other top
administrators, “You got bailed out, we
got sold out!”

The picketers, including many who
were threatened with layoff, responded
that there is an alternative to cutting
crucial support staff. They chanted,
“Chop from the top!”

Sold Out, continued from page 4



Bloomington, MN - 30 community
members were arrested here, May 8
while committing civil disobedience
to shut down the Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
headquarters and stop deportations
for the day. The action was initiated by
the Minnesota Immigrant Rights
Action coalition (MIRAc). 

An ICE official stated that the
action did not disrupt any of the natu-
ralization ceremonies, but failed to
comment on whether or not the goal of
stopping deportations for the day was
accomplished.

According to Nick Espinosa, who par-

ticipated in the civil disobedience,
“Our civil disobedience protest was
successful in calling attention to
the ongoing crisis and tragedy of
immigration raids and deportations.
We got out the message that there is a
simple, immediate solution: President
Obama can and must sign an executive
order declaring a moratorium on raids
and deportations.”

U.S. Representative Keith Ellison
echoed the message of the
protesters: “ICE raids should come to a
stop. They’re disruptive and they
create fear...it’s critical that it not go
off national consciousness.” 

A strong community support rally
that lasted from 7:00 a.m. until the

On Friday, May 1, tens of thousands
marched for immigrant rights in
demonstrations across the country. The
marches and rallies called for legaliza-
tion of the undocumented, an end to
the raids and deportations and main-
taining family unity. Although smaller
in number than in previous years, the
marches drew a broad cross-section of
the Latino communities, including
many families. There were also signif-
icant numbers of trade unionists and
members of Asian American commu-
nities.

Perhaps the largest single march was in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where more
than 20,000 people came out on May
1. The march was organized by Voces
de la Frontera (Voices of the Frontier),
a local immigrant rights group. In
addition to a large turnout from the
Latino community with Mexican and
American flags, the march included
union workers and students from the
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee.
The Students for a Democratic Society
(SDS) chapter carried a banner reading
“Solidarity with all immigrants - No
human being is illegal!”

Los Angeles, nearly 10,000 hit the
streets on May 1. Although there was
not a single unified march as in other
cities, each protest drew thousands of
Chicanos, Mexicanos and Central

Americans. There were also con-
tingents from labor unions, Asian
American communities and col-
lege campuses. There was a con-
tingent of Salvadorans who sup-
port the leftist FMLN, whose can-
didate was just elected president
of El Salvador. Many of the
marchers had signs from the
Southern California Immigration
Coalition, one of the march orga-
nizers, reading, “Obama,
escucha,” (Obama, listen) that
called on the president to stop the
ICE raids, to legalize all the
undocumented, oppose a guest
worker program and support the
right to organize. 

The Chicago May 1 march drew
more than 5000 despite the rain
and a high level of concern about
the new H1N1 flu virus. The
demonstration was organized by
the Centro Sin Fronteras and the
March 10th Coalition and led off
with a banner calling for legaliza-
tion. The march included workers from
the Republic Windows factory and a
large contingent from Teamsters 743.
Armando Robles, president of UE
local 1110, representing the Republic

Windows workers, said, “We go out to
demand not only immigration reform
with full equality for all the immi-
grants, but we also march for the
whole working class.”

May Day 2009:

Tens of Thousands Rally for Immigrant Rights
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By staff

In the California Bay Area, there were
large marches in Oakland, San
Francisco and San José. The protesters
for immigrant rights had to brave an
unusual rain, but were in high spirits.

In San José, a thousand
people chanted “¡Obama,
escucha, estamos en la
lucha!” (Obama, listen, we
are here to fight!), while
speakers called on the
president to live up to
promises of immigration
reform in the first year.
Many of the marchers had
signs reading “Crush ICE,”
referring to the hated
Immigration and Custom
Enforcement which has
been carrying out raids of
workplaces and communi-
ties to deport the undocu-
mented.

Immigrant rights marches were held in
other large cities such as New York,
Washington, D.C., Miami, Houston
and Denver as well as in smaller cities
and towns.

In Minneapolis, hundreds took
part in a march led by the
Minnesota Immigrant Rights Action
Coalition. In addition to demands to
stop the raids and deportations and for
legalization, marchers also called for
state drivers licenses to be granted
to the undocumented and supported
the Employee Free Choice Act or
EFCA. Mary Lou Middleton, vice-
president  of American Federation of
State, County and Municipal
Employees Local 3800 urged
everyone to support the EFCA,
“So that all workers are protected
from exploitation by their employer.”
The Minneapolis marchers were
refused a permit by the city, but
they fought for an endorsement from
the city council and went ahead with
the protest.

In addition to the marchers, thousands
more watched and supported the
protests. In Minneapolis, Alejandro
Flores stepped out of her workplace
to watch. “I’m so happy,” she said,
“I’m sad that I have to be at work
and can’t join. ¡Viva los inmigrantes!”

final arrestee was released around
8:00 p.m. kept the participants in high
spirits. However, cases of harassment
and mistreatment by the Bloomington
police department were reported by
those arrested. 

The activists were well prepped
for the action, thanks to several train-
ing sessions, and were fully aware that
the only information they were
required to give the police was on
their drivers licenses. But the police
repeatedly misled those being
held, claiming that that they could
not be processed and released until
disclosing their place of birth and
social security number. An arrestee
noted, “These questions were
designed to identify potential undocu-

Minnesota:
Immigrant rights activists declare civil disobedience
at ICE headquarters a success 

Mar chers in Los Angeles said, “Obama listen: Stop the raids! Legalization for
all!”

In Chicago, marchers were clearthat immigrant rights and labor rights go together.

By staff mented immigrants to report to ICE, so
we didn’t want to participate in
that system.”

The Bloomington police ultimately
released all of those arrested on
Wednesday, even though most of the
arrestees refused to give their social
security numbers, effectively exposing
the contradictory statements made by
the police. Some were detained for
nearly ten hours without food. 

When questioned why they required
this information, several officers
implied it would be used to verify the
citizenship status of those arrested.
Furthermore, the officers suggested
that they regularly turn over undocu-
mented persons to ICE.



Anti-queer discrimination received a
heavy blow when the Iowa Supreme
Court legalized gay marriage April 3.
Four days later the Vermont state
legislature overrode their governor's
veto and became the first non-judicial
body to legalize same-sex marriage.
Lesbian gay bisexual transgender
(LGBT) people around the country
were ecstatic about this one-two
punch, but even more reason for
celebration followed. On May 6, the
governor of Maine reversed his previ-
ous opposition to gay marriage and
signed a bill legalizing it. By doing
this, these three states joined
Massachusetts and Connecticut in
granting gays and lesbians legal recog-
nition of their partnerships.

The victories in Iowa, Vermont and
Maine come on the heels of a difficult
fall for the LGBT community. Last
November the queer rights movement
took a hit with the passage of
Proposition 8 in California, a ballot
initiative that overturned the California
Supreme Court decision to legalize
gay marriage. The right wing used
queer rights again as a rallying cry for
their conservative agenda around the
country and won a victory in
California. In recent developments, the
California Supreme Court ruled that
they did not have the power to overturn
the constitutional amendment.
However, they found that the 1800
gay marriages performed in the
window where they were legal are still
valid.  These California defeats make
the comeback this spring that much
sweeter.

More victories are expected.
Washington D.C. passed a gay mar-

riage bill on May 5. Congress and the
president have 30 days to decide
whether or not to override the
District’s decision. The next day, New
Hampshire’s state legislature passed a
gay marriage bill that is now
undergoing revision to earn the
governor’s approval.  In an unprece-
dented move to recognize same sex
partnerships at the federal level,
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
recently authored a memo granting
state department employee’s
same sex partners the same benefits

Minneapolis, MN - Minnesota saw a
wave of dramatic anti-war protests at
military recruitment centers, April 23.
The call of the Twin Cities based Anti-
War Committee for April 23 to be
Zero Recruitment Day was taken up
by a host of anti-war groups that joined
together, visibly opposing the wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan, exposing
recruiter lies and preventing military
recruiting that day. 

Despite Obama’s promise to end
the war on Iraq, he has committed to
keeping 50,000 troops there through
2011. Meanwhile he plans to greatly
expand the U.S. occupation in
Afghanistan and send an additional
17,000 troops. These war plans depend
on new recruits for the armed forces.
The current economic crisis makes it
easier for recruiters to prey on poor
and working-class youth who are
given false promises of economic ben-
efits. 

Marie Braun, an activist with the Twin
Cities Peace Campaign explained
the purpose for the day’s actions, “We
are here to say that we are sick of

war. We are sickened by the news
coming out of Iraq, Afghanistan and
Pakistan about continuing death and
destruction at the hands of our
government. We are appalled by the
tactics of recruiters who use lies,
innuendo and false promises to get
our young people to fight, kill and
die in wars that have little or nothing to
do with democracy, national security
or the welfare of our citizens.”

Six Zero Recruitment Day actions
occurred at military recruiting
stations throughout Minnesota, five
in the Twin Cities metro area and one
at the Minnesota State University
in Mankato. 

In Brooklyn Center, four activists
locked themselves to a station, disrupt-
ing business for over half the day.
Police were forced to cut the door han-
dles in order to arrest the protesters.

Three members of the Grandmothers
Peace Brigade were arrested after
claiming to want to enlist in place of
young people in Saint Louis Park.
Afterwards, supporters continued to
disrupt business. Arrestee Sarah

Gay Marriage Foes Knocked Down
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and protections previously granted
only to heterosexual spouses.

According to the Los Angeles Times,
it is expected that New York and
New Jersey will also legalize gay
marriage within a year. A new
Washington Post-ABC News
poll showed “a sharp shift in
public opinion on same-sex marriage.
49% said it should be legal for
gay people to marry.” This demon-
strates an eleven-point shift from a
similar poll conducted by the

Washington Post just
three years ago.

Public opinion is shift-
ing because of the hard
work of the LGBT
rights movement. More
than ever, queer people
have come out of
the closet and gone
public with their sexual-
ity. LGBT people and
our allies are organizing
and demonstrating for
marriage equality and
against laws like
Proposition 8. Marriage
will not become a
right for all without
a strong and public
movement demanding
it. Filing briefs in
lawsuits and voting
for progressive politi-
cians will not be
enough to continue
these victories. This
fight needs to be waged
in the streets, not
merely in the court-
rooms and legislatures.

Even as we fight for the right
to marry, it is important to
recognize that it is only one of the
battles ahead. No one, queer or
straight, should have to be
married to have health care. All
forms of family should have social
and economic acceptance in our
society, not just  married couples.
As we mark the 40th anniversary
of Stonewall this summer, it is impor-
tant to recognize how far we
have come, while we continue to
struggle for true  equality and human
rights for all.

Chicago, IL -  900 people marched down Halsted street here, May 26, fighting for equal
rights for the LGBT community, including marriage equality. Protests took place in more
than 100 cities across the U.S. Activists expressed theiranger at the California Supreme
Court’ s decision to uphold that state’s anti-gay Proposition 8.

Fight Back! photo by Stephanie Weiner

Minnesota:

Don’t enlist, resist
Martin explained their action. “When
we went into the Knollwood Plaza
recruiting office, the Grandmas Peace
Brigade wore t-shirts which said
‘What would grandma do? Pack for
Iraq and send the children back.’We
were there to protect our grandchildren
from the deadly demands of U.S.
imperialism.”

The Anti-War Committee held an all
day picket of an Army Career Center in
Minneapolis, which culminated in a
redecoration of the recruiting station
with anti-recruitment posters and fore-
closure signs. This led Minneapolis
police to cordon off the station as a
crime scene and call in the fire depart-
ment. Three fire engines came to check
whether the glue was a ‘hazardous
material’ and blocked traffic at the
busy Lake and Lyndale intersection for
close to an hour. 

AWC member Jess Sundin reports,
“It’ s ironic that the Minneapolis police
declared the recruiting office a crime
scene. Our message was that sending
young people off to war in Afghanistan
and Iraq is a crime. Clearly the police
agreed with us.”

Across the river, The Twin Cities
Peace Campaign and Alliant Action
picketed at a recruitment center
in West Saint Paul. Their day-long
protest included educational outreach
through flyers on cars in the
parking lots of surrounding big
box stores. 

At the University of Minnesota,
a lengthy rally organized by  Students
for a Democratic Society (SDS) closed
the recruiting station there, while bat-
tling College Republican counter-pro-
testers - physically and vocally - for
space and the loudest chants.

Stephanie Taylor, a University of
Minnesota SDS organizer, explained,
“Even in the face of overt racism from
the College Republicans and signs that
read ‘Free waterboarding tickets,’stu-
dents proved to be successful in shut-
ting down the recruitment center and
maintaining their political line,
chanting, ‘Recruiters lie, students
die.’”

Minnesota anti-war groups who came
together to organize protests around
the Republican National Convention
are continuing to work together to
build a movement of opposition to
U.S. imperialism. Zero Recruitment
Day maintained the pattern of using a
variety of tactics, including civil dis-
obedience and direct action to get the
message across: “Don’t enlist. Resist.”

By Meredith Aby and Katrina Plotz

By Meredith Aby and Anne Keirstead



EDITORIAL
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Chapel Hill, NC - On April 23, about
100 students gathered for the second
time in two weeks to oppose white
supremacists organizing on the
University of North Carolia - Chapel
Hill’ s campus. Just one week after the
racist Tom Tancredo was driven off
campus by turbulent protests, the
Youth for Western Civilization
(YWC), a white supremacist organiza-
tion, brought former Virginia con-
gressman Virgil Goode to speak about
affirmative action and immigration. 

60 students gathered in the Pit for a
speak-out against racism. A broad unit-
ed front of political and cultural orga-
nizations on campus organized the
event. 200 students stopped to listen
and debate with demonstrators, while
students gave speeches denouncing the
white supremacist views of Tom
Tancredo, Youth for Western
Civilization and Virgil Goode.

“We called on students to boycott the
Virgil Goode event. The media makes
them out to be the victim, but we
understand that YWC is a national
organization funded by white
supremacists,” said Ariana Lucido, a
first-year student at UNC and a mem-
ber of Students for a Democratic
Society and Alianza. “Our protest
served to give students a voice that had
been silenced by Goode and YWC’s
hate speech. We will continue to speak

Speaking at a news conference on May
5, Admiral Mike Mullen, chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said, “The
main effort in our strategic focus from
a military perspective must now shift
to Afghanistan.” 

With these words, Mullen has con-
demned the people of Afghanistan to
suffer more misery, oppression, and
poverty - as if eight long years of occu-
pation were not enough.

The implications are serious. Focusing
U.S. guns and military power squarely
on Afghanistan means thousands more
needless deaths and untold misery for
millions of impoverished Afghans. It
means the people of Pakistan will face
more violations of their sovereignty
and more deaths due to U.S. air strikes.
And it means that many more daugh-
ters and sons of the U.S. working class
will lose their lives, limbs or mental
health in a war for empire.

Debate is heating up over what course
the U.S. should follow in Afghanistan.
Democrats and Republicans argue
over how many troops to send. But
who will take a stand and say the U.S.
has no right to be there in the first

place? Politicians from the two parties
of big business will not take this posi-
tion. It will take a massive anti-war
movement in the streets here, com-
bined with relentless resistance in
Afghanistan, to force them to change
their thinking.

Today we don’t have a mass move-
ment against the occupation of
Afghanistan. The truth is that far too
many Americans are silent on this
question. While just about every think-
ing American says the U.S. should get
out of Iraq, fewer are willing to say the
same about Afghanistan. The way to
change this is to educate, organize and
build a visible pole of opposition to the
occupation.

What the U.S. military is doing in
Afghanistan is unjust. U.S. occupying
forces have killed or wounded tens of
thousands and left millions homeless
and hungry. Dozens die every week
from U.S. bombs and bullets.
Thousands are tortured in U.S.-run
dungeons in Bagram Airbase. Afghans
are subjugated and oppressed. Rotten
to the core with corruption, the puppet
government run by Hamid Karzai is
little more than a collection of drug-
trafficking warlords.
But where there is oppression, there is

resistance. Resistance to occupation is
the natural and legitimate response of
any people. In Afghanistan a powerful
resistance movement has developed in
the countryside. Military analysts esti-
mate that the resistance now controls
70% of the country. 

In response, President Obama is rush-
ing 17,000 troops to prop up the failing
occupation and prevent major cities
from falling to the insurgency. But this
is a hopeless effort. The Afghan people
have a proud history of defeating every
past invader. There is no reason to
think things will be different this time
around. In any case, it is their country,
and sooner or later the U.S. must leave.

Afghans have the right to organize
their resistance as they see fit. We
should be clear that the real obstacle to
social liberation is not the Taliban, it is
the U.S. occupation with its narco-
mafia state led by Hamid Karzai. Only
when the occupiers are overthrown
and driven out can Afghan society
develop freely.

In the same May 5 press conference,
Admiral Mullen said the advances of
the Afghan resistance “directly threat-
en our national interests in the region
and our safety here at home.” In fact,

workers and oppressed peoples in the
U.S. have no ‘national interests’in
Afghanistan or anywhere else in
Central Asia. 

Our interests are for liberation and jus-
tice here in the United States. We
understand that we have much more in
common with the millions of Afghans
who struggle for national liberation
than we do with Admiral Mullen and
the ‘interests’of U.S. imperialism.

Imperialism’s ‘interest’ is for a
foothold in Central Asia to project
power and secure natural gas resources
in the region.

The interest of the working class is for
an end to occupation and for the
Afghan people to be victorious in their
struggle for liberation - just as we sup-
port the Iraqi people, the Palestinian
people and all occupied peoples in
their just struggles to be free from
imperialism.

The tide of history is with the
oppressed. The time to support
Afghanistan’s liberation struggle is
now. Recognizing that, we should do
everything in our power to end the
occupation.

out anywhere white supremacists and
racist bigots try to oppress people.”

Inside the event, dozens of protesters
greeted Virgil Goode with booing and
hisses. Six activists were arrested
when they held signs denouncing
white supremacy and raised their voic-
es against racism. Students were quick

U.S. Out of Afghanistan 
By Freedom Road Socialist Organization

Students Protest Virgil Goode and Youth for Western Civilization

Six arrested while speaking out
against racism

to point out the blatant hypocrisy of the
administration in cracking down on the
protesters.

“Chancellor Thorp has publicly apolo-
gized for the supposed violation of
Tancredo’s right to spew hate,” said
Carlyn Cowen, a UNC undergraduate.

“He has been noticeably silent on the
issue of the right of UNC students to
speak freely against him and protest on
their own campus. He seems more
eager to protect the right of politicians
to promote their racist agendas here
than securing the safety and well-being
of his own students.”

By Kosta Harlan

UNC Chapel Hill students demonstrate against the racist Youth for Western Civilization.

Read Fight Back! Online
www.fightbacknews.org



intereses nacionales en la región
y nuestra seguridad aquí en este
país.” De hecho, trabajadores y
gente oprimida en los Estados Unidos
no tienen ningunos “intereses
nacionales” en Afganistán ni en ningún
otra parte de Asia Central.

Nuestros intereses son para
liberación y justicia aquí en
los Estados Unidos. Entendemos
que tenemos mucho más en común
con los millones de afganos que
luchan para la liberación nacional
que tenemos con el almirante
Mullen y los ‘intereses’del imperi-
alismo norteamericano.

El ‘interés’del imperialismo es agarrar
poder en Asia Central y asegurar el
acceso a los recursos de gas natural en
la región. 

El interés de la clase trabajadora es
para un fin a la ocupación y una victo -
ria para el pueblo afgano en su lucha
para la liberación – igual como apoy -
amos al pueblo iraquí, al pueblo
palestino y a todos los pueblos bajo
ocupación en sus luchas para liberarse
del imperialismo.

La fuerza de la historia es con los
oprimidos. Ahora es el momento de
apoyar la lucha para un Afganistán
libre. En reconocer eso, debemos
hacer todo lo posible para terminar
la ocupación. 

Israel’s new government, the ugly
face of racism 
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Pero cuando hay opresión, hay
resistencia. La resistencia a la ocu -
pación es la respuesta natural y legíti -
ma de cada pueblo. Un movimiento de
resistencia fuerte ha desarrollado en
los campos de Afganistán. Los analis-
tas militares presupuestan que la
resistencia controla ya 70% del país. 

Como respuesta, el Presidente Obama
está mandando a 17,000 tropas allá
para tratar de salvar la ocupación falle -
cida y evitar que las ciudades grandes
se caigan a la insur gencia. Pero esto es
un esfuerzo perdido. El pueblo afgano
tiene una historia or gullosa de derrotar
a todos sus invasores. No hay razón de
pensar que esta vez será diferente. De
todos modos, es su país, y en algún
momento, los Estados Unidos se tienen
que ir.

Los afganos tienen el derecho de or ga-
nizar su resistencia como ellos quieran.
Tenemos que ser claros de que el ver -
dadero obstáculo a la liberación social
no es el Talaban, sino que es la ocu -
pación norteamericana con el control
de la narco-mafia liderado por Hamid
Karzai. Sólo cuando los opresores
están derrotados y echados del país se
puede desarrollar libremente la
sociedad afgana. 

En la misma conferencia de prensa el 5
de mayo, el almirante Mullen dijo que
los avances de la resistencia afgana
“amenazan directamente a nuestros

ningún derecho de estar allá? Los
políticos de ambos partidos, controla -
dos por los multinacionales, no van a
tomar esta posición. Se necesita un
movimiento masivo en contra de la
guerra aquí en este país, junto con una
resistencia fuerte en Afganistán, para
hacer que cambien su forma de pensar .

Ahora no hay un movimiento masivo
en contra de la ocupación de
Afganistán. La verdad es que muchos
norteamericanos quedan callados
sobre este asunto. Mientras casi
todos los norteamericanos concientes
dicen que los EE.UU. deben salir de
Irak, muy pocos están dispuestos a
decir lo mismo sobre Afganistán. La
manera de cambiar esto es educar ,
organizar y construir una oposición
visible a la ocupación. 

No es justo lo que está haciendo la
fuerza armada norteamericana en
Afganistán. Los militares norteameri -
canos han matado y herido decenas de
miles de personas y han hecho que mil -
lones más se quedan sin casa y con
hambre. Docenas de personas mueren
cada semana de las bombas y balas
norteamericanas. Miles de personas
están torturados en los calabozos de la
Base Bagram. Los afganos están sien -
do oprimidos por una fuerza
ocupante. Además, el gobierno títere
de Hamid Karzai está lleno de corrup -
ción, y es poco más que un reino de
militares narcotraficantes. 

Hablando en una conferencia de pren -
sa el 5 de mayo, el almirante Mike
Mullen, director del Conjunto Mayor
de los Jefes del Estado, dijo, “El prin -
cipal esfuerzo de nuestra estrategia
ahora, según una perspectiva militar ,
tiene que enfocarse en Afganistán.”

Con estas palabras, Mullen ha conde -
nado al pueblo de Afganistán a sufrir
más miseria, opresión y pobreza –
como que no fueron bastantes ya los
ocho años de ocupación.

Las implicaciones son graves. Poner
más armas y poder militar norteameri -
cano en Afganistán significa miles de
muertos más sin sentido y una miseria
horrible para millones de afganos
sufriendo la pobreza. Significa que el
pueblo de Pakistán sufrirá más viola -
ciones de su soberanía y más muertos
debido a los bombardeos de los
EE.UU. Ysignifica que muchos más
hijos e hijas de la clase trabajadora
norteamericana perderán sus vidas, sus
miembros y su salud mental en una
guerra para avanzar el imperio. 

Hay grandes debates sobre que deben
hacer los Estados Unidos en
Afganistán. Los demócratas y los
republicanos no están de acuerdo con
el número de tropas que se debe man -
dar. ¿Pero quien se va a levantar a
decir que los Estados Unidos no tienen

Israeli right-winger Benjamin
Netanyahu, who stated that Israel did
not “go far enough” in its 22-day inva-
sion and massacre of 1400 Palestinians
in Gaza earlier this year and who has
never accepted even the possibility of
an independent state for the
Palestinians, is now the new prime
minister. He was sworn in on April 1,
after being asked in February by
President Shimon Peres to form a
coalition government. 

Netanyahu’s government includes
Ehud Barak, who as Defense Minister
in the previous Labor Party govern-
ment masterminded the war on Gaza.
The Israeli Labor Party, which is sup-
posedly a left-leaning party, is about as
leftist as George Bush. To make mat-
ters worse, the new foreign minister is
Avigdor Lieberman of the racist, anti-
Arab Yisrael Beiteinu Party and one of
Timemagazine’s 100 “Most influential
people in the world.” He is also a for-
mer member of the outlawed Kach
Party, whose founder, Meir Kahane,
advocated the forcible expulsion of all
Palestinians from all of historical
Palestine. Time failed to mention this
aspect of his history.

This triumvirate represents what will
be undoubtedly be a continuation of
previous policies of ‘population trans-
fer’ and forced exile, a government-
determined policy to push more and

And leaders of these Zionist terrorist
groups became future Israeli govern-
ment officials, like former Prime
Ministers Menachem Begin and Yitzak
Shamir, who believed in the concept of
Greater Israel - that all of historic
Palestine, including the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, the territories occupied in
1967, belonged to the Jews as well.
For 61 years, the state of Israel and the
Zionism it represents have repudiated
the national rights of Palestinians to
self-determination, return and inde-
pendence. The Palestinians constitute a
nation, one that has been oppressed for
decades and one that continues to
resist Israeli Zionist racism.

Resistance to South Africa’s apartheid
system was the most correct and right-
eous struggle of its day. At that time,
you would have been on the wrong
side of morality, justice and history if
you challenged the South African lib-
eration movement’s demand to
absolutely destroy and shatter
apartheid. Why is Zionist Israel any
different? Especially this new govern-
ment? It is correct to boycott Israel, to
divest from it and to push for sanctions
against it. And you will find yourself
on the wrong side of history again if
you challenge the Palestinian libera-
tion movement’s demand to
dismantle Zionism, racism and the
state of Israel. This is the real road
to peace and justice for all people
who live in historic Palestine and the
entire region.

uphold the supremacy of Jews over
other religious groups, a state that vio-
lates international humanitarian law
every minute of every day, is a manu-
factured state, is a state that has no
right to exist. 
With the economic, military and polit-
ical backing of imperial Great Britain,
and against the popular sentiments of
tens of millions of Arabs, Israel
became a Jewish state in 1948, estab-
lished on 78% of historic Palestine
(even though Jews owned only 6% of
the land), and forced into exile over
750,000 Palestinians. These
Palestinians and their descendants
make up the largest refugee population
in the world, with estimates varying
from 4.7 to 6.2 million people. 

At the time of the founding of Israel,
the most famous slogan of the Zionists
was that Palestine was “a land without
a people for a people without a land,”
as if the Palestinians had never existed.
Zionist militias, armed and protected
by the British, terrorized Palestinian
cities and villages and forced the mass
exile of 1947-48 that the Palestinians
call the Nakba, or Catastrophe. 

This political movement, Zionism,
sought to bring Jews from all over the
world to settle in and colonize
Palestine as a state exclusively for
Jews. Britain, and later the U.S., have
unequivocally supported Israel, con-
sidering it their settler-colonial outpost
in the Arab world and Middle East.

more Palestinians off their land in the
1948 territories as well as the West
Bank and Gaza. There are also dozens
of laws in the 1948 territories that
explicitly and clearly discriminate
against the Palestinians who live there,
especially in the criminal justice sys-
tem, but also in regards to civil restric-
tions on buying land, building on
already owned property and even mar-
riage.

In his first crack at prime minister a
few years back, Netanyahu expanded
illegal Jewish-only settlements in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip and has
promised to continue to push
Palestinians out of Jerusalem through
continued land expropriation and set-
tlement-building in the present and
future as well. According to Israeli
newspaper Haaretz, Netanyahu has
also agreed to initiate legislation to
deprive Palestinians of their citizen-
ship and other rights in the 1948 terri-
tories, in support of Lieberman’s
stance that all Palestinians who live
there must sign a ‘loyalty oath’to
Israel. 

Although this new government has
leaders who are terrorists, war crimi-
nals and ultra-right wing racists, it is
Zionism and the entire conceptualiza-
tion of the state of Israel that should be
indicted and condemned. A state for
Jews only, a state that was formed by
expelling hundreds of thousands of
people, a state that makes laws to

Commentary by Hatem Abudayyeh

Estados Unidos fuera de Afganistán 
Por la Organización Socialista Camino de la
Libertad (Freedom Road Socialist Or ganization)



para las bajas y resti-
tución laboral, son
temas muy impor-
tantes en las negocia-
ciones, pero como el
trabajador Gilbert
Washington dijo, “Se
trata de respeto.”

Alfredo Gomez, el
representante de
los trabajadores del
Local 743, explicó
el escenario de este
conflicto: “El
director ejecutivo
está ganando
$238,000.00 y está
construyendo una
casa en la parte
más cara de
Indiana, en las
afueras de Gary,

mientras los intendentes aquí ganan
$7.50 la hora.” 

La gerencia canceló su junta de
directores para evitar la protesta,
pero de acuerdo a Gomez, “La
gerencia vio que los miembros se
mantuvieron fuertes. Ellos
entendieron el mensaje.”  

Bajo ocho años del reino republicano,
los ricos se hicieron más ricos y los
pobres llegaron a ser más pobres. El
gobierno dejó que Wall Street hiciera lo
que quería y así hizo el camino hacia la
crisis financiera que inició el año pasa-
do. El gobierno invadió a no sólo uno,
sino a dos países intentando tomar el
control del Medio Oriente y Asia
Central con sus enormes cantidades de
petróleo. La administración de Bush
también aumentó las redadas y deporta-
ciones, tratando de difundir temor y ter-
ror en las comunidades mexicanas,
centroamericanas y chicanas. La
destrucción de Nuevo Orleáns y
Mississippi y la matanza de las comu-
nidades afro americanas no fue un
desastre natural, fue un desastre hecho
por el hombre con sus raíces en el
racismo y la opresión sistemática de la
nación afro-americana.

El creciendo enojo hacia Bush y los
derechistas hizo que decenas de miles de
personas fueron a protestar en contra de
la Convención Republicana Nacional en
septiembre y que millones más salieron a
votar en contra del régimen Bush-
McCain. Con los demócratas en poder
ahora hemos visto un poco de asistencia
para gente trabajadora en la forma del
desempleo extendido y el seguro médi-
co. Pero los demócratas todavía son un
partido de Wall Street y los grandes
negocios. Fueron los demócratas que
ganaron los votos para el rescate de los
bancos el pasado octubre, y que pasaron
la segunda ronda de rescates para los
bancos este año. El problema no fue sólo
Bush y los republicanos, ni es la solución
tener más demócratas en el congreso.

Sólo un movimiento popular más fuerte
puede presentar un desafío a la fuerza
que tienen Wall Street y los grandes
negocios sobre la política económica.
Sólo un movimiento anti-guerra más

rescate que benefició a los bancos y
los inversionistas millonarios.

Pero los trabajadores siguen luchando.
La gente trabajadora en todo el país fue
inspirada por la lucha de los traba-
jadores de Republic Window en
Chicago, quienes denunciaron el papel
del Banco de América en cerrar su
compañía. Los trabajadores de
Republic Window siguen la tradición
larga de la lucha de los trabajadores en
Chicago. El primero de mayo de 1886,
trabajadores estadounidenses fueron a
la huelga exigiendo un limite de 8
horas de trabajo al día. En la Plaza
Haymarket en Chicago, los traba-
jadores en huelga chocaron con la

policía. Esto terminó con la ejecución
de cuatro líderes de la clase obrera, tres
de ellos inmigrantes. El primero de
mayo fue declarado Día Internacional
de los Trabajadores para conmemorar
esta lucha y la injusticia hecha por el
gobierno.

La gente trabajadora se está organizan-
do para luchar en contra de la crisis
económica. En Minneapolis, se formó
la Coalición por un Rescate del Pueblo.
Como una coalición de organizaciones
comunitarias de los pobres, los traba-
jadores, estudiantes, inmigrantes y
movimientos anti-guerras, han podido
introducir legislación que defendería a
gente trabajadora y haría que los ricos
paguen por la crisis.

Edgewater Systems for Balanced
Living es una agencia de servicio
social que trata a niños con desordenes
de desarrollo, así como a adultos con
enfermedades mentales crónicas.  Los
180 intendentes, trabajadores de man-
tenimiento, terapistas y maestros, son
miembros del Local 743 de los
Teamsters. Estos trabajadores se
interesan por sus clientes, seguido
compran materiales con dinero de sus
propios bolsillos.

Sin embargo, sus salarios están por
debajo de los estándares de la indus-
tria, y los niveles de dotación de per-
sonal están peor que el promedio
estatal en trabajos donde el personal es
amenazado con violencia y donde las
condiciones de trabajo son difíciles.
Cuando se vinieron las negociaciones
para un nuevo contrato en este año, la
gerencia ofreció aumentos de solo el
1%, 1.5% y 1% durante los tres años.  

Era demasiada falta de respeto para los
trabajadores quienes ya están hartos, así
que tomaron una postura.  El 15 de abril,
50 trabajadores y sus simpatizantes mar-
charon en frente de la compañía durante

una reunión de la mesa directiva. Junto a
los trabajadores estaban representantes
de otros locales de los Teamsters y traba-
jadores del Local 73 de SEIU (Sindicato
internacional de los trabajadores de ser-
vicio, por sus siglas en inglés).

Los salarios, niveles de dotación de
personal y derechos de antigüedad

Continúa la lucha de los
inmigrantes 
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Miembros de Teamsters 743 en Gary,
Indiana exigen respeto y salario justo

Trabajadores de salud mental en Gary, Indiana 
exigen respeto

Animados por esta victoria, los traba-
jadores  siguen adelante con el esfuer-
zo de finalmente encargarse de los
asuntos de la salud y la seguridad en su
trabajo. Tres trabajadores del sindicato
– Cynthia Halsey, Trillia Richards y
Leti Rios – fueron seleccionadas para
participar en el Comité de la Salud y la
Seguridad y reunirse con la gerencia. 

La necesidad de este comité se hizo
más urgente porque hubo una fuga de
gas en el edificio a principios de
abril. Tres trabajadores fueron llevados
al hospital, y el empleado de People’s
Gas que vino a la escena obligó a la
Universidad a firmar una prerrogativa
liberando a la compañía de cualquier
responsabilidad, pues él determinó la
situación como “peligrosa,”  y al edifi-
cio “por debajo del código.” A pesar de
ésto, los trabajadores fueron evacuados
solo de algunas partes del edificio y por
un corto periodo de tiempo  y después
todos fueron regresados a trabajar.
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grande puede oponerse al aumento de
tropas en Afganistán y los planes de los
Estados Unidos para extender la guerra
a Pakistán. Sólo un movimiento re-
energizado por los derechos de los
inmigrantes puede poner un fin a las
redadas y deportaciones, y ganar legal-
ización para los indocumentados. Sólo
el levantamiento de los afroamericanos,
los chicanos/latinos y otras nacionali-
dades puede parar la violencia de la
policía con nuestras comunidades y
adelantar la lucha por la igualdad, lib-
eración y auto-determinación. 

En el análisis final, la crisis económi-
ca, los movimientos anti-inmigrantes
y la guerra imperialista son todos

parte del monopolio capitalista. Es la
minoría disminuida de billonarios
que son dueños de los grandes bancos
y corporaciones y quienes ganan
cuando gente trabajadora pierden sus
trabajos, sus casas, sus comunidades
y sus vidas. Es más y más claro que
tenemos que cambiar el capitalismo
por un sistema en donde la produc-
ción se hace para la necesidad del
pueblo, y no para las ganancias de los
más ricos: el socialismo.

Un orador en la marcha del 1ro de
Mayo en Minneapolis

En Los Ángeles gritaron “¡Obama, escucha! ¡Alto a las redadas!
¡Legalización para todos!”

Primero de Mayo, continúa de página 12

Trabajadores de UIC
en pie de lucha

Por redacción

¡Viva el Día Internacional 
de los T rabajadores!  

¡Legalización ahora, no más
redadas y deport aciones!

¡Igualdad, liberación y 
auto-determinación p ara todas 

las naciones oprimidas! 

¡Trabajos y dinero p ara las escuelas
y los servicios públicos! ¡Alto a las
reposesiones de casas! ¡Hacer que

los ricos p aguen!

¡No Tropas a Afganistán! 
¡Fuera todas las trop as de Irak ya!



quienes son dos tercios de los traba-
jadores estatales) fueron forzados a
tomar dos días libre de trabajo sin goce
de sueldo mensualmente lo que repre-
senta un recorte de salario de casi 10%.
Los estados en todo el país están cor-
tando la cantidad que gastan en salud
para las familias de bajo ingresos,
mientras muchas más personas están
perdiendo su seguro medico debido a
perdida de trabajos. Los programas de
Medicaid y el State Children’s Health
Insurance Program (SCHIP) están bajo
fuego, juntos con el programa
Temporary Aid to Needy Families
(TANF, asistencia pública o ‘welfare’)
y otros programas de servicio social.

Los gobiernos locales y las escuelas
están al principio de reducir gastos por
que los ingresos que reciben de los
impuestos de propiedades caen juntos
con los precios de las casas y cortes de
ayuda financiera que reciben de los
estados. En Marzo, algunos 25,000
maestros de escuelas públicas en
California recibieron noticias de posi-
bles despidos en el otoño.
Universidades estatales están aumen-
tado los gastos de ingreso y están
recortando admisiones debido a los
recortes presupuestarios. 

Mientras el desempleo y las bancarro-
tas siguen aumentado junto a la caída
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¡LUCHA y RESISTE!
QUIÉNES SOMOS

¡Este periódico existe para construir
la lucha del pueblo! Reportamos y
damos análisis sobre unas de las
batallas centrales en las que se
encuentra la gente trabajadora y de
bajos ingresos. 

No somos neutrales en nuestro
informe. Estamos opuestos a la
explotación, discriminación, y opre-
sión. Sostenemos que la clase de la
gente rica, que manejan la economía
y el gobierno de este   país, no están
calificados para  gobernarnos.
Apoyamos a todos los movimientos
que denuncian su poder y privilegio. 

Los escritores y empleados de
¡Lucha y Resiste!son activistas y
organizadores en sindicatos, en
comunidades de bajos ingresos,

movimientos de nacionalidades
oprimidas, en Universidades, y en
otros movimientos populares.
Esperamos recibir sus artículos, car-
tas comentarios, y críticas. Algunos
de los que trabajamos para mantener
este periódico somos miembros de
Freedom Road Socialist
Organization. Los artículos  repre-
sentan las perspectivas de la gente y
organizaciones que los escriben. Por
el momento, ¡Lucha y Resiste!es
publicado cinco veces al año.

Para contactarnos, escriban: 

Fight Back/¡Lucha y Resiste!
P.O. Box 582564
Minneapolis, MN 55458

www.luchayresiste.org
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El desempleo probablemente aumentará

Las reuniones de los trabajadores de la
central telefónica de Patient Access del
centro médico de la UIC parecen un
recibidor de una clínica ortopédica.
Muchos de los trabajadores usan
muñequeras o sus coyunturas muestran
cicatrices de cirugías.    

En una encuesta reciente conducida
entre los trabajadores, 2 de 3 de los
participantes dijeron que estaban sien-
do atendidos por el síndrome del túnel
carpiano, se habían quejado de dolen-
cias debido a la moción repetitiva del

trabajo o tenían una condición previa
que se agravó debido a las condiciones
en el departamento de trabajo.  Los tra-
bajadores se quejaron de la falta
ergonomía y equipo adecuado. 

Pero los trabajadores también se que-
jaron sobre el ritmo del trabajo. En
marzo, la gerencia anunció que la
carga de trabajo se estaría incremen-
tando por casi el doble, de cinco a ocho
registros completos por hora.  

Los trabajadores lucharon contra el
aumento. Ellos sostuvieron reuniones
para protestar en contra de esto. Se

de los precios de las casas, los ricos de
Wall Street con los medios controlados
por las multinacionales y muchos
políticos nos dicen que la economía ya
toco fondo. Nos dicen que la economía
ya se va a mejorar dentro de poco,
porque la velocidad del empeoramien-
to de la economía ha frenado un poco. 
Un problema con esta teoría optimista
es que las corporaciones, que tienen
grandes cantidades de deuda, están en
problemas. La cantidad de negocios en
bancarrota está aumentando, más de
43,000 negocios se declararon en ban-
carrota en 2008, un 54% más que en el
2007. En Abril, Chrysler Corporation
se declaro en bancarrota señalando que
la crisis económica y los errores
administrativos hundió uno de las tres
grandes compañías de carros de
Detroit a pesar de billones de dólares
de ayuda del gobierno federal. El
cierre de fabricas de carros y el despi-
do de los trabajadores crea múltiples
efectos en las compañías que fabrican
los partes de los carros y también los
vendedores de autos.

Otros mencionan el paquete grande del
gobierno para estimular la economía
como base de su punto de vista opti-
mista. Pero mientras el programa de
estimulo de la administración de
Obama da ayuda a los desempleados,
las escuelas y el transporte, ellos gas-
taron una cantidad mucho más grande
para rescatar a los bancos y otras insti-

tuciones financieras. Estos mismos
bancos siguen cortando los préstamos
que los individuos y los negocios nece-
sitan. Y la ayuda del gobierno a las
compañías de General Motors y
Chrysler llevan condiciones que
requieren que estas compañías cierran
aun más fábricas dando como resulta-
do aun mas perdidas de trabajadores.
Aun si es cierto que la recesión tecni-
camente va a terminar en corto plazo,
esta va a estar marcada por el crec-
imiento de la economía y las ganancias
de las corporaciones, y no por la gen-
eración de empleos. Muchos trabajos
en la industria de autos ya desa-
parecieron por siempre cuando cer-
raron fabricas y concesionarios de car-
ros. Con los millones de casas vacías,
los trabajos de construcción no van a
regresar a los altos de la pasada expan-
sión de la economía. Las industrias lla-
madas “FIRE” (Finanza, seguro y
venta de casas, por sus siglas en ingles)
fueron las que crecieron mas rápido
antes de la recesión cuando la
economía acumulaba más y más
deuda, pero ya no. En las últimas dos
recesiones en 2001 y 1991 las perdidas
de empleos siguieron hasta dos años
después del fin de la recesión.

Pero está creciendo la lucha del pueblo
en contra de la crisis. Trabajadores y
gente progresista en todo el país
mostraron su apoyo a los trabajadores
de Chicago Republic Windows y su

sindicato, United Electrical (UE) Local
1110 en su lucha en contra de la cierre
de su fabrica por Bank of América. En
Minneapolis, Minnesota la Coalición
por un Rescate del Pueblo lucha en
contra de las ejecuciones hipotecarias
de casas y por un rescate del pueblo en
la legislatura estatal, uniendo sindi-
catos con organizaciones de la comu-
nidad y los estudiantes. En Carolina
del Norte estudiantes, trabajadores de
la Universidad y profesores protes-
taron en contra de los recortes pre-
supuestarios en la reunión de los direc-
tores de la Universidad de Carolina del
Norte. Esta representa solo una de
muchas luchas en contra de los
recortes de la educación pública.

Mientras la mayoría de luchas son
pequeñas y enfocadas en situaciones
locales, hay un creciente enojo en con-
tra de los bancos y corporaciones
grandes quienes crearon esta crisis. Para
agregar un insulto al daño ya hecho,
muchos de ellos están regalándose
bonos obscenos, salarios altos y recortes
de impuestos mientras se profundiza el
sufrimiento de los trabajadores particu-
larmente las nacionalidades oprimidas
como los afroamericanos y los latinos.
Con el paso de tiempo veremos que no
habrá recuperación para los traba-
jadores y que nuestra esperanza ver-
dadera esta con más organización y mas
lucha, no con los partidos demócrata y
republicano en Washington D.C.

UI-CHICAGO 
Los trabajadores paran la aceleración laboral

les llamo a representantes del sindi-
cato y se exigió una reunión para
expresar oposición a la gerencia. Para
enfatizar sobre atención de calidad
para los pacientes y la seguridad en
su trabajo, los trabajadores se organi-
zaron para vestir un día de  uniforme
y otro día de morado (el color de su
sindicato, SEIU).

Y la semana pasada, los trabajadores
ganaron.  Se restauro el ritmo anterior.
Cinco trabajadores quienes quieren
mantener el anonimato para evitar
represalias por parte de la gerencia
reportaron que en sus evaluaciones de
rendimiento, los administradores indi-

caron que la meta en el departamento
es…cinco registros por hora. 

Adicionalmente, la asistente ejecuti-
va, Paula Lagioia, reportó en una
reunión de personal que nadie esta
haciendo el ritmo regular de ocho reg-
istros, y que cinco de seis empleados
están al ritmo anterior. 

Sin fanfarrias o aviso oficial, el acel-
eramiento ha sido suspendido.

Elección del comité 
de la salud y la seguridad

Por Joe Iosbaker

Trabajadores del hospital frenan la acceleración laboral que amenazó la calidad y
seguiridad de los pacientes en la Universidad de Illinois - Chicago .

Lea ¡Lucha y Resiste! en linea
www.fightbacknews.org
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San José, CA- Los Estados Unidos
están en su recesión más prologada
desde la Gran Depresión de los años
1930. A finales de Abril, la recesión
que oficialmente empezó en
Diciembre del 2007 llegó a 17 meses
de duración, pasando las recesiones
profundas de 1981-82 y 1974-75. La
economía ha perdido casi 6 millones
de trabajos o 4.1% del total de los tra-
bajos que existieron al principio de la
recesión. Eso es la peor bajada del
empleo desde la recesión de 1948. El
desempleo en la comunidad afro-
americana subió a 15% en Abril, lle-
gando al mismo nivel de la Gran
Depresión, mientras el desempleo de
asiático-americanos ha subido más
rápido, llegando al doble de la cifra de
hace un año.

Mientras la cantidad de despidos men-
suales de trabajadores ha bajado desde
el principio del año, los desempleados
tienen más dificultades en encontrar un
nuevo trabajo. El promedio de tiempo
fuera de trabajo sigue aumentando,
hasta que llegó a 5 meses en Abril. El
número de trabajadores recibiendo
beneficios de aseguranza para los
desempleados llegó a un nuevo record
en Abril, 8.5 millones de personas, un
número que es casi tres veces más
grande que el número del año pasado.

El número de personas en el programa
Federal Food Stamp (que da ayuda
economica para comprar comida)tam-
bién llegó a un record, con más de 32
millones de personas, lo que significa
que un 10.6% de la población está reci-
biendo ayuda para comprar comida.

Mientras las pérdidas de trabajos e
ingresos siguen, los precios de las
casas siguen bajando. En Febrero el
precio de casas había bajado un 30%
desde su subida a mediados del 2006.
Esta caída de precios significa que más
de 25% de los dueños de casas están
‘bajo agua’con sel valor de su hipote-
ca más grande que el valor de su casa
durante los primeros tres meses del
2009. Uno de los lugares más golpead-
os es en el centro de California, donde
el precio de las casas en Modesto y
Stockton han caído un increíble 50%.

Muchos bancos habían parado de
forma temporal los casos de ejecu-
ciones hipotecarias pero ahora están
aumentado sus esfuerzos de ejecu-
ciones hipotecarias. Estas no solo están
golpeando a vecindarios de gente de
nacionalidades oprimidas, sino tam-
bién más y más a los que alquilan
porque los dueños de sus hogares
tienen sus casas despojadas. Hasta la
gente que alquila apartamentos están
afectados por que muchas personas
que han perdido sus casas están com-

petiendo por un
lugar por vivir, lo
que mantiene el
costo de renta alto
aunque el desem-
pleo sigue aumen-
tándose también.

Esta situación ha
contribuido al
aumento de gente
sin hogar, mientras
hay un record de la
cantidad de casas
vacías. Durante los
primeros tres meses
de 2009, el 15% de
casas estuvieron
vacías o más de 19
millones casas. La
situación se ha
puesto tan mala que
un banco decidió
destruir casas
nuevas que habían
tenido sus
hipotecadas ejecu-
tadas en Victorville,
una ciudad cerca de
Los Ángeles,
California, en lugar
de intentar vender
estas casas.

En el pasado, muchas personas podrían
prestar dinero utilizando el valor de

sus casas durante tiempos económicos
difíciles. Pero con el aumento del
desempleo y el valor de las casas en su
bajada más profunda desde la Gran
Depresion de los años 1930, la cifra de
familias en bancarrota ha subido de
forma alarmante. En Abril más que
125,000 individuos declararon la ban-
carrota, un aumento de 36% del año
pasado. Podrían ser hasta 1.6 millones
de declaraciones de bancarrota este
año, que sería tres veces más que la
cantidad del año 2006 cuando la canti-
dad de declaraciones de bancarrota
cayó mucho debido a una nueva ley
promovido por los bancos que lo hizo
mucho mas difícil para los individuos
declararse en bancarrota.

Los gobiernos a nivel estatal y local
están siendo apretados por la crisis
económica, 47 de 50 estados tienen un
déficit presupuestario, con un total de
más que $100 billones en el año fiscal
2009, lo que significa un 15% de sus
presupuestos. Aunque aumentaron
impuestos y recortaron los gastos,
California y otros estados enfrentan
una déficit creciente mientras la
economía sigue empeorándose.

Estos recortes presupuestarios y
aumentos de impuestos están golpean-
do los trabajadores directamente e
indirectamente. Aquí en California,
trabajadores del estado (con la excep-
ción de guardias de las cárceles,
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Por Adam Price

Por la Organización Socialista Camino de la
Libertad (Freedom Road Socialist Organization)

El primero de mayo, día internacional
de los trabajadores, millones de per-
sonas marcharon en contra de la crisis
económica capitalista que ha consumi-
do la mayoría del mundo. Gente traba-
jadora en África, Asia, Europa,
América Latina, el Medio Oriente y
Norte América tomaron las calles para
protestar contra el creciendo desem-
pleo, los recortes en horas y los recortes
en sueldos que están afectando al
pueblo a nivel mundial.

Aquí en los Estados Unidos el
primero de mayo ha llegado a ser
un día de protesta en que los chi-
canos, mexicanos, centroameri-
canos y sus aliados exigen un alto a
las redadas y deportaciones y la
legalización para los indocumenta-
dos. La nación chicana se está
movilizando para romper las cade-
nas del racismo, la desigualdad y la
opresión nacional, y un movimien-
to está creciendo hacia la lib-
eración y autodeterminación.

se encuentran sin nadie que los com-
pre. Una crisis de sobreproducción ha
tomado la economía mientras miles de
negocios se cierran o cortan produc-
ción, echando a millones de traba-
jadores a las calles.

Negocios de Wall Street como el banco
de inversión Lehman Brothers, el
gigante de aseguranza American
International Group (AIG), prestamis-
tas de hipotecas Fannie Mae y Freddie
Mac, y bancos como Washington
Mutual, Wachovia, y Citibank se han
declarado en bancarrota, se han vendi-
do o dependen del rescate del gobierno. 

Mientras el gobierno ha puesto casi
dos TRILLONES de dólares en el
sistema financiero, se ha usado el
dinero para pagar grandes bonos a
los jefes, tomar más bancos, pagar
dividendos a los accionistas, o ha
sido guardado.  Con aun más pagos
hipotecarios retardados aunque los
precios de casas siguen bajando, el
pueblo trabajador está furioso con el

El primero de mayo celebramos el
espíritu del internacionalismo y de sol-
idaridad con las luchas de los países,
naciones y pueblos oprimidos en con-
tra del imperialismo y del imperio
estadounidense. Durante el último año
hemos visto la resistencia histórica del
pueblo palestino contra los ataques
asesinos de los aviones y tanques sion-
istas, apoyados por el gobierno esta-
dounidense. El gobierno títere en
Afganistán está cayendo aún más en
crisis, y los Estados Unidos están man-
dando docenas de miles de tropas más
para tratar de mantenerlo. La crisis
económica mundial está debilitando el
imperio de los Estados Unidos mien-
tras más y más países luchan en contra
del dominio norteamericano alrededor
del mundo.

Por primera vez desde la Gran
Depresión de los años 1930 la
economía se encuentra entre una rece-
sión severa y una crisis financiera
completa. En toda la nación millones
de casas están vacías y no se pueden
alquilar ni vender. Millones de carros Economia, continúa en página 11

Rosemary Williams del sur de Minneapolis lucha para
quedarse en su casa des pues de una ejecución hipote-
caria. Sus vecinos han iniciado un caso legal contra la
agencia que es dueño de su casa, con el argumento que
su casa sería la quinta en su calle perdida a una ejecu-
ción hipotecaria y eso causaría una crisis, dejando
muchas propiedades descuidadas. Rosemary ha cuidado
muy bien su casa en que ha vivido pormás de 30 años.

Primero de Mayo, continúa en página 12

DÍA DE LOS TRABAJADORES 2009
Luchando contra la crisis

¡LyR! foto por Kim DeFranco

Estados Unidos en recesión económica más prologada desde los '30

Dolor económico aumenta para los 
trabajadores


