FIGHT BACK!

News and Views from the People’s Struggle

www.fightbacknews.org 50 cents
July/August 2009 ® Vol. 12 No. 2

U.S. In Longest Recession Since the 1930s
Economic Pains for Working People Mount

By Adam Price . ' = A% § There could be as many as
Y 1 1.6 million bankruptcy fH
San José, CA- The United &tes is & ings this yearalmost three

times the number of 2006,
when filings plunged
due to the bank-backed
law that made declaring
bankruptcy much harder

now in its longest recession since th
Great Depression of the 193@4d.the

end of April, the recession that
officially began in December of 200
reached 17 months in length, passi
the deep 1981-82 and 1974-7
recessions.The economy has lost
almost 6 million jobs, or 4.1%
of total jobs at the beginning of the squeezed by the economic
recession, the worst downtur » crisis. 47 of 50 states have
since the recession of 1948 ’ J budget deficits, totaling
Unemployment in the African | : : , more than $100 billion for
American community hit a depresj % fiscal year 2009,

sion-level 15% in April, while ’ which comes to more
unemployment forAsian Americans than 15% of their budgets.
has risen the fastest, more thas Despite raising taxes
doubling over the last year and cutting spending,
California and many
other states face growing
deficits as the economy
continues to deteriorate.

State and local govern
ments are also being

ALITION FOR
E’'S BAILOUT

While the pace of layé$ has slowed
from earlier in the year the
unemployed are finding it harder ang
harder to land new job3he average
time out of work continues to rise,
hitting more than 5 months iApril.
The number of workers collecting
unemployment insurance benefit
set a new record irApril, at 8.5

million, almost three times the level o
a year earlieiThe number of people on
the Federal Food t&mp program
is also at a record high, with morg
than 32 million, or 10.6%, of the
population getting food aid.

These budget cuts and
tax increases are hitting
working people both
directly and indirectly
Here in California, state
employees (except for
prison  guards, who
make up  two-thirds
of state workers) were
forced to take two

days a month éfwithout
pay, which is almost a 10%
cut in pay Sates across
the country are cutting
health care spending
for low-income families,
even as more and more
people are losing their
0health insurance due to job
losses. Medicaid and the
Rosemay Williams of south Minneapolis is fighting to save hehome. Neighbors have gigte Childrerg Health
joined in a lawsuit against the lenderarguing that having one fifth of the homes on her|5rance Program or
block in foreclosure creates a civil nuisance as jperties deteriorate. Neighbors say SCHIP are both under
Ms. Williams is a natural caretaker of the home she has lived in fomore than 30 years,,. o' qun. alona  with

as well as a caetaker of the community, where she has lived fob5 years. gun, g W

Temporary Aid

three months of 2009. One of the wordghe number of homeless people to Needy Families ANF, or
hit areas is in California’ central as a record number of homes standelfare) and other social

Evicrions iRl
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While jobs and income losses moun
home prices continue to falAs of
Februarythe price of homes has falle
30% since the peak in mid-2008his
drop in price has led to more than one _
qguarter of homeowners being ‘unee ==
water’ with mortgages greater than the
value of their home during the first

——

Fight Back! photo by Kim DeFranc

MO“ne Workers valley, where housing prices inempty During the first three months ofservice programs.
Flght Wells Fargo Modesto and ®ckton have fallen 2009, 15% of houses were vacant, or
an eye-popping 50%. more than 19 million home$he situ Local governments and schools
Page 4 ation has gotten so bad that one bank @are at the beginning of belt-tightening

Many banks had temporarilyVictorville, a city near LosAngeles, as property tax revenues fall
) stopped foreclosure proceeding€alifornia, demolished new homeslong with housing prices and cuts

AnaIyS|s of through March but are nowthat it had foreclosed on rather thaim state aid. In March, some 25,000
Disaster in Auto ramping up their foreclosure fefts. trying to sell them. public school teachers in California
These foreclosures are not only received early notification of
hitting neighborhoods that areln the past, many householdpossible layds for the fall. $ate
mainly oppressed nationaljtybut could borrow against their universities and colleges are raising
also more and more rentershomes to tide them over roughifees and cutting admissions to
Gay Marriage Foes who are being evicted when theieconomic times. But with unemploy cope with budget cuts.

Knocked Down landlords are foreclosed. Evermment up and housing prices in

apartment renters are being hit atheir deepest fall since theDespite the rising unemployment

Page 5

former homeowners are competingsreat Depression, householéind  bankruptcies along  with
Page 7 for a place to live, keeping rentdankruptcies are soaring. lApril, falling home prices,Wall Street,
up. more than 125,000 individuals filed for

This situation is bound to increasdankruptcy up 36% from a year ago.Recession, continued on page
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High Unemployment , :
Likely to Continue

Recession, continued from pade industries were among the fasteg

growing before the recession
the corporate-controlled media andvhen the economy was piling
many politicians are saying thatbon more and more debt, bu
the economy is bottoming outhey no more. In the last two recessiong
say that since the economy isn 2001 and 1991, job losses
getting worse at a slower pace, aontinued for up to two years afte
turnaround is in the near future. those recessions ended.

—

One problem with this rosy viewBut the peoples fight back against
is that corporations, weighed dowrthe crisis is growing.Workers and
with huge amounts of debt, areprogressive people across th
in trouble. Business bankruptciexountry rallied to support the
are on the rise. More thanChicago RepublicWindow Workers
43,000 businesses declared bankrupteynd their union, United Electrical,
in 2008, 54% more than in 2007Radio, and MachineNorkers (UE)
In April, Chrysler Corporation filed Local 1110 in their struggle
for bankruptcy as the economicagainst the shutdown of their plan
downturn, financial crisis andby Bank ofAmerica. In Minneapolis,
mismanagement finally sunk one oMinnesota, the Peopke’ Bailout
Detroit's Big Three despite billions Coalition is fighting foreclosures
of dollars of federal governmentand pushing for a peopt’bailout
aid. As auto manufacturers closeill in the state legislature by
plants and shed jobs, there is aniting labor community and student
multiplier effect on parts suppliersorganizations. In North Carolina,
and dealers. students, campus workers an

faculty protested the budget cut
Others base their optimism on that the University of North Caroling’
huge government stimulusBoard of Trustee meetings - just one
package. But while the Obamaf a growing number of fight
administration program does providdoacks against cuts in public educatio
some help for the unemployed,
schools and transportation, a fawhile most struggles are small ang
larger amount has been spent olocally based, there is a growing
bailing out banks and other financiahnger at big bankers and big
institutions. These same banksbusiness who brought on thg
continue to cut back on lending thatrisis. To add insult to injury many
households and businesses neeof them are being rewarded
In contrast, the federal government'with obscene bonuses, hig
aid to General Motors and Chryslesalaries and tax cuts while the
is conditioned on even moresuffering of working people, and Armando Robles, a leadeif the RepublicWindows occupation and pesk
factory and dealer closings that wilin particular in oppresseddent of UE Local 1110 speaking at a May Day fund raising event foFight
cut - not create - jobs. nationalites such as African Back!

Americans and Latinos, deepens.
Even if the end of the recessiomime will tell that there is no

is not far of, it will be marked by recovery in sight for working S t F' ht B k
growth in the economy andpeople and that our real hope lie uppor Ig aC !

1%

bl

Fight Back! photo by Ben Seese

corporate profits, not jobs. Manyin organization and struggle, not in

jobs in auto are gone for good athe Democrats or Republicans

plants and dealers shut downin Washington D.C. Dear Readers, Workers Day writers for Fight Back!
With millions of empty homes, could be heard speaking at the big
construction jobs will not reach This latest issue dfight Back!is full immigrant rights protests, while thou

the peaks of the last housing of news about the deepening economigands of copies of the paper were dis

boom. The FIRE  (Finance, crisis and the growing fight againstributed to folks attending.

Insurance, and Real Estate) its efects. From Chicago to Florida,

working people are on the move. Are you sick and tired of the corporate
media defending the bailouts for

If you want to stay up to date agichest of the rich?Then help build

this movement for justice builds,a newspaper that is the antidote to their

subscribe to this paperor buy a lies. Subscribe today!

subscription for a friend or coworker

WHERE WE STAND

Sincerely

This newspaper exists to build nationality movements, on thg Fight Back! has reporters around the

the peoples struggle! We pro campuses and in other peo country who are activists andganiz  Mick Kelly,

vide coverage and analysis of ple’'s movements/Ne welcomej ers in the peopls’ movements. For Editor, Fight Back!
some of the key battles facing articles, letters, comments arfj example on May 1, International

working and low-income peo  criticisms. Some of us work

ple. 1112 (19 [FUIE SIS [P0 17 SUBSCRIBE TO FIGHT BACK!

members of Freedom Road

We are not ‘neutrabr ‘even-  Socialist Oganization. Keep up with the peopestuggle
handedin our coverageéWe Articles represent the views ¢ : ‘i
Sre opposed to ezj(ploitation, the people and ganizations $5.00 for 5 issues - Individuals
iscrimination and oppression. that author them. i _ it
We hold that the rich clase of $25.00 for 5 issues - Institutions
people, who run the economy For the time beingright Name
and government of this coun  Back!is being published five
try, are unfit to ruleWe sup times a year Address
port all movements that chal
lenge their power and privi To contact us, write: City
lege.
_ : FIGHT BACK! State Zip Code
The writers and stabf Fight P.O. Box 582564 -
Backlare activists and ganiz Minneapolis,MN 55458 Send subscriptiorequest to:

ers - in the trade unions, low-

income communityoppressed FIGHT BACK, PO. Box 582564, Minneapolis MN 55458

info@fightbacknews.org
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UIC: Patient access workers
stop speedup

By Joe losbaker

Chicago, IL - Meetings of the workers
from the PatienfAccess call center at
UIC Medical Center look like the wait

ing room of an orthopedics clinic.
Many of the workers are wearing
carpal tunnel braces on their wrists @
show the scars of syery.

In a recent survey conducted o
employees there, two out of threg
respondents stated they were eith
being treated for carpal tunnel, ha
complained of pain from repetitive
motion or had a previous condition
that was aggravated from the workin
conditions in the departmenorkers
complained of a lack of gonomic
equipment.

But workers also complained of thq
pace of work. In March, managemer
announced that the work load wa
being increased by almost doublg
from five completed registrations and
insurance verifications per hour tqg
eight.

Workers fought back against the
increaseThey held meetings to speal
out against it. Union representativeb - - - — - - -
were called and a meeting wagiospital workers at the University of lllinois - Chicago stopped a speed-up that teatened quality and patient
demanded to express opposition t62Te
managemenilo emphasize quality for In addition, the assistant directorin their workplaceThree union work worker who came to the scene
patients and safety in their work, werk Paula Lagioia, reported in a dtafeet ers - Cynthia Halseyirillia Richards made the University sign a waiver
ers had a t-shirt day and a ‘purple dayhg that no one is making the reg ratand Leti Rios - were elected to servéo relieve the company from any
(the color of SEIU). of eight, and five out of six employee®n a Health and Safety Committee téurther liability, as he characterized the
are at the old rate. meet with management. situation as “dangerous,” and
And last week, the workers womhe the building “below code.”
old registration rate, or ‘reg rateyas With no fanfare or dicial notice, the The need for this committee wa®Pespite this, workers were
restored. speedup has been called. of made more went because of aevacuated from only part of the
gas leak in the building early inbuilding, and for only a short period of
Five workers who wished to remain Health and Safety Committee April. Three workers were sent taime. Then everyone was sent back to
anonymous to avoid retaliation by Elected the hospital and the Peome'Gas work.
management reported that in their
performance evaluations, managemBuoyed by this victory workers are .
stated that the goal in the departmegoing ahead with an fefrt to finally Flonda

is: Five registrations per haur deal with the health and safety issues .
Workers Rally Against

Indiana: Union Busters
WOrke rS ral Iy and Say1 By Fernando Figuera anti-union meeting for what it really

‘117 b ! was: A disgusting example of how
It S a OUt respeCt Jacksonville, FL - On May 17, 150 corporate Americas interests are in
union members from aroundstark opposition to the interests of
By staff and their supporters rallied outside aorth Florida and southern Gegm the majority
meeting of the compary’ board of gathered outside the Hyatt Regency
Gary, IN - Edgewater Systems fordirectors. Joining the workers wereRiverfront Hotel here to exposelLocal press arrived on the scene to
Balanced Living is a social serviceepresentatives of three othea top-secret meeting of CUEfilm and interview the workers’
agency here whose services cover-chifeamsters locals and workers fromthe Committee for a Union-Freedisruption of the secret meeting.

dren with developmental disorders aSEIU (Service EmployeesEnvironment.  Corporate  bosse®ustin Ponderrecently fired for aya
well as adults with chronic mental-ill International Union) Local 73. are trying to stop the Employeenizing a union at a restaurant
ness.The 180 housekeepers, mainte Free Choice Act (EFCA) from in Gainesville, asked one of the

nance workers, therapists and teachevgages, safe stg levels and senier passing in Congress, an everninion busters, “Have your kids ever
are members ofeamsters Local 743.ity rights for layof and recall have that one union buster referred to alsad to work a minimum wage job?”
These workers care for their clientsheen important issues in the negotidArmageddon.” Unions like the The union buster was speechless.
often giving out of their own pocketstions, but as worker Gilbert Teamsters, Boilermakers, Electricians,

to buy things for them. Washington says, “&' about respect.” Metalworkers, Carpenters, Plumber$he rally succeeded in exposing

and community and student supportethie otherwise hidden agenda of the
However their wages are below indus Alfredo Gomez, the Local 743 repre attended. corporate big shots attending the
try standards and sfafg levels are sentative for the workers, explained meeting and was met by the

worse than the state average in - jolibe setting of this conflict: “The CEOAfter a march through downtownemployees of the non-union Hyatt
where stdfare threatened by violenceis making $238,000 and is building alacksonville, the workers and theiRegency with enthusiastic fists in
and where working conditions are-difnew house in a swankier part ofamilies crowded around thethe air and shouts of solidaritf was

ficult. When negotiations for a newindiana, outside of Garyhile the jan entrance to the Hyatt Regencyclear that theytoo, wanted the right

contract came around this yeananr itors here make $7.50 an hdur demanding that the unionto omanize for better wages, health
agement dered raises of only1l%, busters come out and face peopleare, paid vacations and dignity at
1.5% and 1% over three years. Management canceled their directordhey were trying to suppresswork. As participant Ben Dictor of

meeting to avoid the protest, bufhe demonstrators had come t&ainesville told the corporate fat cats,
It was too much disrespect for workersiccording to Gomez, “Managemenfacksonville  to  support  the“We teach your children, we cook your
who are already sick and tired, so thegyaw the members stood strofihey Employee  Free  Choice Act. food, we build your houses and we’ll
took a stand. OApril 15, 50 workers got the message.” The protest exposed the secratig your graves.”
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Moline, lllinois:

UE Local 1147 serves notice on

Wells Fargo bank

By Sephanie Winer

Rock Island, IL - On June 2, United
Electrical (UE) members at Quad
Cities Die Casting, along with other
members of the communjtyserved
Wells Fago with a notice of default on
the bank$ obligations to the U.S.
working peopleWells Fago is liquk
dating their factory and throwing 100
people out of work after 60 years o
business.

Keith Scribner a 19-year employee
and president of UE LocallT4, said

it simply in front of theWells Fago

doors where the workers poste
their demands, “Keep the financing
going instead of closing.’'Workers

like Deb Johann, who has worked &
Quad City Die Casting for 31 years
told the lage crowd, “Keeping the
money is shameful,” referring to
the $25 billion of federal bailout funds

sent in toWells Fago for just these

kinds of caseslhe rally included other Workers from Quad City Die Casting in Moline, Illinois servedWells Fargo with a notice of default on the banie
union workers fromAFSCME Council obligations to working people. There will be a day of action in suppat of these workers on June 22.

31, the sheet metal workers and the

Quad City Federation of Laborfrom Moline will join their fellow UE The Quad City Die Casting workergomers that can help get the company
Every media outlet in town coveredRepublicWindows workers at a rally have been given notice of the planprofitable again.

the militant action. in Chicago.They also see their fightclosing on July 12They have watched

very much connected to the folkxountless companies close arounBverybody in the country stands to
Many of the workers spoke aboutt Hartmarx, a Chicago-based suthem and the terrible fefct it has had gain from the dbrts of these brave
the inspiration that they have gottemaker that owns Seaford Clothingon their city These same Quad Citiesvorkers.And Quad Cities Die Casting
from the Republic Windows and in Rock IslandThey are also fighting Die Casting workers fought just aworkers, like Helen Ptacek, Keith
Doors victories. In fact, on Junel 1 for Wells Fago to do the right thing onfew years ago in a pitched lockouScribner and Deb Johann are inviting

Quad Cities Die Casting workersa bigger scale .

Durham City Workers Fight Economic Crisis:

‘Don’t Balance the Budget on the Backs

of City Workers!

By Kosta Harlan month, if we have to g
our checks cashed
Durham, NC - Fifty city workers and advance - if we have to g
their supporters gathered outside Citthat to survive, to use o
Hall here, May 18, to protest a decisiofrainy day fund,’then they
by the city council to lay #f35 work need to go into theirs too
ers and eliminate 1B more positions
that are currently unfilledThe result UE 150 is oganizing pub
will put a huge strain on the backs ofic service workers to figh
workers who are already underétaf, back and wage a t&e of
underpaid and overworked’he job Emeigency” campaign t
losses will also lead to a deterioratioprotect workersjobs. The
in critical services that these workersinion notes, “The root g
provide to the public. the budget problem faceq
by municipalities and th
The economic crisis has hit Durhanstate is North Carolinga
hard, with the city projecting a $24-40outdated revenue systen
million budget shortfall for the coming Proposals in the state leg
year due to lower revenues from saldature will increase th
tax and fewer development permitsalready huge tax breaks f
This is the excuse that City Managecorporations and th
Tom Bonfield is using to lay bfvork-  wealthy”
ers and eliminate jobs.

After rallying outside City

However organizers with UE 150, the Hall, the workers march
North Carolina Public Servic&/orkers into the city council meet

union, point out that the city coulding. Public comment on the
spend just 3% of its rainy day fundpudget was not allowed, so

battle. The company has loyal cuseven more people to back them up.

UIC Bailed Out,
But Workers
Sold Out

By Joe losbaker

Chicago, IL - The University of
lllinois Board of Trustees had protest
ers inside and outside their meeting
here, May 21.

Inside, speakers representing union,
student and community groups
opposed cutbacks in the UIC
(University of lllinois - Chicago) bud
get. The members of the coalition
applauded loudly when Sirlena Perry
a 25-year employee and a leader in the
Service Employees International
Union (SEIU) Local 73, declared,
“You have abandoned the ‘Urban
Mission.” This is the name UIC gives
to its pledge to help the pganainly
Black and Latino communities that
surround the campus. Most workers at
UIC are from these communities.

Outside, upwards of 100 people pick
eted for over two hours to put the
Board of Trustees on notice that lay

offs, tuition hikes, increases in fees for
graduate employees and cuts in-ser

worth $10 million, and not have to laywhen City ManagerTom Bonfield emphasizedAngaza Laughinghouse,vices to the community would all face
anyone of began to talk about the “regrettablepresident of UE 150, as he spoke topposition. The picketers were out
loss of jobs, the workers walked out ofvorkers who walked out of the meetraged because one month earlier

“We are not going to sit by and let thishe meeting.
happen,” said Nathanette Mayo, secre

ing. “We’re not going to let them bail University of lllinois administrators
out bankers and corporations while wdad asked for and received support
tary for UE 1505 Durham chapteand UE 150 and Durham city workerscant afford to eat!”
an oganizer of the protest. “These ar@romise to return on June 1 for the next

from Local 73 and the Graduate
Employees Qganization for a lobby

hard times. If workers have to take outearing of the proposed budget with @o listen to a podcast interview withing efort at the state legislature for a

from our savings, if we have to useigger presence. “Our heads are on tidax Davis, president of UE 150-
credit cards to get by from month tdine, we need to get ganized!”

Durham: wwwfightbacknews.ay

Sold Out, continued on page
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Interview with rank-and-file leader Gregg Shotwell

The economic crisis and
the auto Industry

By staff

with workers. The peculiar situation were told this: If you don’ pass and compensation would be set
Fight Back! interviewed Gregg now is the average worker hashis contract, the company willat non-union levels.
Shotwell, a worker from the Delphicome to realize they are not jusgo into bankruptcy and then every
auto parts plant in Coopersvillefighting the company; they are fight thing will be in jeopardySo the work This is not a contract: this is a death
Michigan, and a founder of Soldierang the union and they areers were voting with a gun to theiwarrant for the unionThe union de-

of Solidarity an oganization of fighting the governmentThey really head. certified itself. Theres no longer any

rank-and-file members of thefeel Ilike everything is stacked benefit to membership. If they agree in
United Auto Workers (UAN). This up against them. In the contract, certain plantsadvance we will accept non-binding
interview deals with a number of were guaranteed to stay opefs arbitration - this goes along with the

critical issues, including the rolelt's become increasingly cleasoon as the contract was ratifiedno-strike clause.They've abrogated
of the UAN leadership and thethat the union has blocked the rankChrysler went into bankruptecy voting rights.
need for a united resistance on thand file out of negotiations. Soand announced additional plant
part rank and file workers. workers and retirees feel abandonedlosings. After all the concessionsThis is a moving taet. In 201,
They're up against a three-headethey made, they still didh’ get Toyota will have ratcheted down
Fight Back!: For months we've dog: the union, the companyany security their compensation because they
heard about the economic an@nd the government. only set their level of wages at
financial crisis and how &' playing But the worst thing and this isthe union level to keep the union
out in the auto industry The Most critically in the last labor the most important part of whatout. That's no longer a threat to
corporate media doegnreport on agreement that came out witthappened in this last set othem any more. Now they
what it means for workers. Chrysler workers didnt have any negotiations, the union agreed that inan go back to workers in their
information on the contract they2011, when this contract expiresfactories that don’ have any
Gregg Shotwell: I'm retired since were going to vote on until the dayif they cant settle the next contract,union and say to them, “®&Vgoing
Novembey 2008 but I'm in contact they were to vote on it, but theythey agree to non-binding arbitrationfo have to cut a dollar or two an
hour; we’re going to have to cut
health care; we’re going to have to
Mllwau kee want? Free ChoicelVhen do we want stop contributing to your 401k.” So
' it? Now!” The bosses at th&/ MC by 2011, the average non-union

Worke rS Slam Karl Rove’ would not speak to the media, butvage is going to be that much lower

passed out literature that opposed ttiban it is now

BaCk Employee Free mreA So what the union has done is
' The Wisconsin Manufacturers & decertify itself as the bgaining agent
Choice Act

Commerce is also opposing a measufer workers.

that would make Milwaukee the third

U.S. city to win paid sick daysThe Fight Back!: Is there an initiative by

paid sick days ballot initiative passeany force to fight any part of this?

in November with an astounding 69%

mandate and would give all workers irShotwell: There is a lot of anger out

Milwaukee nine paid sick days eaclihere so there are opportunities.

year a huge victory for all workers. We're seeing a lot of reactions - a lot
of spontaneous activity right now
especially in the Detroit area and in
Michigan, where Chrysler workers

Chop from are demonstrating and picketing,

demanding to keep their plants open.

the TOp The other part of the fight back is

the potential for a broader movement.

This crisis isnt new it's just
Sold Out, continued from page 4 broader We can go back and look

at steel and rubber and textile
budget increaséAs a result of theseand electronics and airlines and
efforts, Governor Quinn announcedPATCO and $aley and say
that an earlier 2.5% cut to Ul€bud “Y’know, they've been picking
get was being restored, and this ygarus of one at a time for years
budget would also have a smaland years.”
increase.

But now everybody is impacted
Union members were in Springfieldand theres not a safety net for
where University of lllinois Presidentanyone, because if &' not your
Joe White addressed them in a rallypension its your 401k, or is that
saying, “Thank you for your voice.”your house isn’ worth anything
Meanwhile, UICsVice Chancellor for any more; or you're forced to
Human Resources, John Loya, waslocate but you canh’ afford to
drawing up a list of 35 workers whosaiproot; or you're losing your job

Members of Milwaukee Sudents for a Democratic Society and labor

activists march in solidarity for workers rights. positions were to be eliminated; whar your pay is being cut; and
would be ‘bumpedfrom their current it doesnt matter if you're a
By Jacob Flom bosses. Unions and workers arpositions; and finally 35 to then be laicknowledge worker or a salaried

demanding this new amendment to theff. When the coalition membersworker or a laborer everybody
Milwaukee, WI - Angry labor union National Labor Relation&ct that will marched from the Board dfrustees is in this position. Everybody’
ists and their supporters protested hemnake forming a union a simple demomeeting to join the picket line, theyangry and threatened and
May 19, against Republican hit marcratic choice. shouted at the trustees and other topcognizing that these mechanisms
Karl Rove.The conservative lobbying administrators, “¥u got bailed out, we and these @anizations that were
group, Wisconsin Manufacturers & The Wisconsin Manufacturers & got sold out!” supposed to secure your life
Commerce (WMC) invited former Commerce conference was closed to are no longer validAll the rules
Bush aide Karl Rove to speak againghe public and the press, but 150 workThe picketers, including many whohave changed. | think theese’a
the Employee Free ChoicéAct ers showed up at 8:00 a.m. outside wwere threatened with laylpfesponded real possibility that we can have
(EFCA). EFCApromises to make it make their voices heardVorkers held that there is an alternative to cuttingg much more united resistance
easier for workers to form unions withsigns in favor of the Employee Freerucial support staf They chanted, because everyone is under attack,
less interference and dirty tricks fromChoiceAct and chanted, “What do we*Chop from the top!” not just one industry or one union.
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May Day 2009:
Tens of Thousands Rally for Immigrant Rights

By staff Americans.There were also cel
tingents from labor uniongsian
On Friday May 1, tens of thousandsAmerican communities and €d
marched for immigrant rights inlege campusedhere was a cor
demonstrations across the counfitye tingent of Salvadorans who sy
marches and rallies called for legalizaport the leftist FMLN, whose calj
tion of the undocumented, an end tdidate was just elected presids
the raids and deportations and mairof El Salvador Many of the
taining family unity Although smaller marchers had signs from t
in number than in previous years, th&outhern California Immigratio
marches drew a broad cross-section @foalition, one of the march g
the Latino communities, includingnizers, reading, “Obam
many familiesThere were also signif escucha,” (Obama, listen) th
icant numbers of trade unionists andalled on the president to stop f{
members ofAsian American commu ICE raids, to legalize all th
nities. undocumented, oppose a gu
worker program and support t
Perhaps the Igest single march was inright to oganize.
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where more
than 20,000 people came out on Mayhe Chicago May 1 march dre
1. The march was ganized byWoces more than 5000 despite the r3
de la Frontera (Mces of the Frontier), and a high level of concern abg
a local immigrant rights group. Inthe new H1N1 flu virus.The
addition to a lage turnout from the demonstration was ganized by
Latino community with Mexican andthe Centro Sin Fronteras and tme - - - - —
American ﬂagS, the march includedvarch 10th Coalition and led foMaI CherS In LOSAngeIeS Sa|d, “Obama I|Sten: &p the I’aIdS! Lega“za“on for
union workers and students from thevith a banner calling for Iegalizé"”
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee. tion. The march included workers fromin the California BayArea, there were In Minneapolis, hundreds took
The Sudents for a Democratic Societythe RepublicWindows factory and alarge marches in Oakland, Samart in a march led by the
(SDS) chapter carried a banner readirlgrge contingent fronTeamsters 743. Francisco and San Jo3ée protesters Minnesota Immigrant Right#\ction
“Solidarity with all immigrants - No Armando Robles, president of UHor immigrant rights had to brave anCoalition. In addition to demands to
human being is illegal!” local 1110, representing the Republiaunusual rain, but were in high spiritsstop the raids and deportations and for
In San José, a thousandegalization, marchers also called for
people chanted “jObama,state drivers licenses to be granted
escucha, estamos en l@ao the undocumented and supported
lucha!” (Obama, listen, we the Employee Free ChoicAct or
are here to fight!), while EFCA. Mary Lou Middleton, vice-
speakers called on thepresident ofAmerican Federation of
president to live up to State, County and Municipal
promises of immigration Employees Local 3800 ged
reform in the first year everyone to support the EFCA,
Many of the marchers had‘So that all workers are protected
signs reading “Crush ICE,” from exploitation by their employér
referring to the hated The Minneapolis marchers were
Immigration and Custom refused a permit by the cijtybut
Enforcement which hasthey fought for an endorsement from
been carrying out raids ofthe city council and went ahead with
workplaces and communi the protest.
i i ] i ] ties to deport the undoeu
In Chicago, marchers wee clearthat immigrant rights and labor rights go together  ented. In addition to the marchers, thousands
more watched and supported the
Los Angeles, nearly 10,000 hit theWindows workers, said, “@/go out to Immigrant rights marches were held irprotests. In MinneapolisAlejandro
streets on May JAlthough there was demand not only immigration reformother lage cities such as Nework, Flores stepped out of her workplace
not a single unified march as in othewith full equality for all the immi Washington, D.C., Miami, Houstonto watch. “I'm so happy she said,
cities, each protest drew thousands gfrants, but we also march for thend Denver as well as in smaller citied'm sad that | have to be at work
Chicanos, Mexicanos and Centralvhole working class.” and towns. and cart join. jViva los inmigrantes!”

Minnesota: o o _
Immigrant rights activists declare civil disobedience
at ICE headquarters a success

By staff ticipated in the civil disobediencefinal arrestee was released aroungiented immigrants to reportto ICE, so
“Our civil disobedience protest was8:00 p.m. kept the participants in higlwe didnt want to participate in
Bloomington, MN - 30 community successful in calling attention tospirits. Howevercases of harassmenthat system.”
members were arrested here, May #e ongoing crisis and tragedy ofind mistreatment by the Bloomington
while committing civil disobedienceimmigration raids and deportationspolice department were reported byrhe Bloomington police ultimately
to shut down the ImmigrationWe got out the message that there isthose arrested. released all of those arrested on
and Customs Enforcement (ICEpgimple, immediate solution: President Wednesdayeven though most of the
headquarters and stop deportatiorf8bama can and must sign an executiviEhe activists were well preppedarrestees refused to give their social
for the dayThe action was initiated by order declaring a moratorium on raid$or the action, thanks to several trainsecurity numbers, ffctively exposing
the Minnesota Immigrant Rightsand deportations.” ing sessions, and were fully aware thahe contradictory statements made by
Action coalition (MIRAC). the only information they werethe police. Some were detained for
U.S. Representative Keith Ellisonrequired to give the police was omearly ten hours without food.
An ICE official stated that the echoed the message of théheir drivers licenses. But the police
action did not disrupt any of the natuprotesters: “ICE raids should come to eepeatedly misled those beingVhen questioned why they required
ralization ceremonies, but failed tostop. They're disruptive and theyheld, claiming that that they couldthis information, several &ters
comment on whether or not the goal ofreate fear.it's critical that it not go not be processed and released uniihplied it would be used to verify the
stopping deportations for the day waseff national consciousness.” disclosing their place of birth andcitizenship status of those arrested.
accomplished. social security numberAn arrestee Furthermore, the &ters suggested
A strong community support rallynoted, “These questions wereghat they regularly turn over undoecu
According to Nick Espinosa, who parthat lasted from 7:00 a.m. until thedesigned to identify potential undecumented persons to ICE.
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Gay Marriage Foes Knocked Down

By MeedithAby andAnne Keirstead

Anti-queer discrimination received §
heavy blow when the lowa Suprem
Court legalized gay marriagipril 3.
Four days later the/ermont state
legislature overrode their governor'
veto and became the first non-judicig
body to legalize same-sex marriage
Leshian gay bisexual transgends
(LGBT) people around the country
were ecstatic about this one-twq
punch, but even more reason fg
celebration followed. On May 6, the
governor of Maine reversed his previ
ous opposition to gay marriage an
signed a bill legalizing it. By doing
this, these three states joine
Massachusetts and Connecticut i
granting gays and lesbians legal reco
nition of their partnerships.

The victories in lowaVermont and
Maine come on the heels of afdifilt
fall for the LGBT community Last
November the queer rights movemer

Washington Postjust
three years ago.

Public opinion is shift
ing because of the hard
work of the LGBT
rights movement. More
than ever queer people
have come out of
the closet and gone
public with their sexual
ity. LGBT people and
our allies are @anizing
and demonstrating for
marriage equality and
against laws like
Proposition 8. Marriage
will not become a
right for all without
a strong and public
movement demanding
it. Filing briefs in
lawsuits and voting
for progressive politi
cians will not be
enough to continue

took a hit with the passage o
Proposition 8 in California, a ballot

these victories. This
fight needs to be waged

Fight Back! photo by $phanieWeiner

initiative that overturned the CaliforniaChicago, IL - 900 people mached down Halsted steet hee, May 26, fighting forequal  in  the streets, not
Supreme Court decision to legaliz&ights for the LGBT community, including marriage equality. Protests took place in moe merely in the court
gay marriage.The right wing used than 100 cities acoss the U.SActivists expressed theiranger at the California Supreme  5oms and legislatures.

gueer rights again as a rallying cry fo

Court’s decision to uphold that states anti-gay Proposition 8.
their conservative agenda around the

Even as we fight for the right

country and won a victory inriage bill on May 5. Congress and thand protections previously grantedo marry it is important to

California. In recent developments, th@resident have 30 days to decidenly to heterosexual spouses.
California Supreme Court ruled thawhether

not to override the

recognize that it is only one of the
battles ahead. No one, queer or

they did not have the power to overturiistrict's decisionThe next dayNew According to theLos Angeles imes straight, should have to be
the  constitutional amendmentHampshires state legislature passed & is expected that Newrork and married to have health cardll

However they found that the 1800gay marriage bill
gay marriages performed in theaindegoing
window where they were legal are stilgovernots approval.
valid. These California defeats makalented move to recognize same sgoll
the comeback this spring that muclpartnerships at the federal

sweeter

More victories are expected.state
Washington D.C. passed a gay masame sex partners the same benefgsnilar

Minnesota:

Don’t enlist, resist

By MeedithAby and Katrina Plotz

Post-ABC
“a sharp shift

In an unprece Washington

department
conducted by

is nowNew Jersey will also legalize gayforms of family should have social
revision to earn themarriage within a year A new and economic acceptance in our
Newssociety not just married couples.
inAs we mark the 40th anniversary
levelpublic opinion on same-sex marriageof Stonewall this summeiit is impor
Secretary of tate Hillary Clinton 49% said it should be legal fortant to recognize how far we
recently authored a memo grantingay people to marry This demon have come, while we continue to
employse’strates an eleven-point shift from atruggle for true equality and human
therights for all.

Across the river The Twin Cities
Peace Campaign andllliant Action
picketed at a recruitment center
in West Saint PaulTheir day-long
protest included educational outreach
through flyers on cars in the
parking lots of surrounding big
box stores.

war. We are sickened by the new$Martin explained their action. “When
Minneapolis, MN - Minnesota saw a coming out of IragAfghanistan and we went into the Knollwood PlazaAt the University of Minnesota,
wave of dramatic anti-war protests aPakistan about continuing death ancecruiting ofice, the Grandmas Peace lengthy rally aganized by &idents
military recruitment centergpril 23. destruction at the hands of ouBrigade wore t-shirts which saidfor a Democratic Society (SDS) closed
The call of theTwin Cities basednti- governmentWe are appalled by the'What would grandma do? Pack foithe recruiting station there, while bat
War Committee forApril 23 to be tactics of recruiters who use lies|raq and send the children back/e tling College Republican countero-
Zero Recruitment Day was taken upnnuendo and false promises to gewere there to protect our grandchildretesters - physically and vocally - for
by a host of anti-war groups that joine@ur young people to fight, kill andfrom the deadly demands of U.Sspace and the loudest chants.
togethey visibly opposing the warsdie in wars that have little or nothing tamperialism.”

in lrag andAfghanistan, exposing do with democragynational security Stephanie Taylor, a University of
recruiter lies and preventing militaryor the welfare of our citizens.” The Anti-War Committee held an allMinnesota SDS ganizer explained,
recruiting that day day picket of al\rmy Career Center in “Even in the face of overt racism from

Six Zero Recruitment Day actionsMinneapolis, which culminated in athe College Republicans and signs that
Despite Obama’ promise to endoccurred at military recruiting redecoration of the recruiting statiorread ‘Free waterboarding ticketstir
the war on Irag, he has committed tetations throughout Minnesota, fivewith anti-recruitment posters and feredents proved to be successful in shut
keeping 50,000 troops there through the Twin Cities metro area and oneclosure signs.This led Minneapolis ting down the recruitment center and
2011. Meanwhile he plans to greatlyat the Minnesota t&te University police to cordon dfthe station as a maintaining their political line,
expand the U.S. occupation inn Mankato. crime scene and call in the fire deparchanting, ‘Recruiters lie, students
Afghanistan and send an additional ment.Three fire engines came to checklie.”
17,000 troopsThese war plans dependn Brooklyn Center four activists whether the glue was a ‘hazardous
on new recruits for the armed forcedocked themselves to a station, disrupmaterial’ and blocked trdic at the Minnesota anti-war groups who came
The current economic crisis makes iing business for over half the daybusy Lake andyndale intersection for together to aganize protests around

easier for recruiters to prey on pooPolice were forced to cut the door harclose to an hour the Republican National Convention
and working-class youth who aredles in order to arrest the protesters. are continuing to work together to
given false promises of economic ben AWC member Jess Sundin reportduild a movement of opposition to
efits. Three members of the Grandmother$t’ s ironic that the Minneapolis policeU.S. imperialism. Zero Recruitment

Peace Brigade were arrested afteleclared the recruiting fafe a crime Day maintained the pattern of using a
Marie Braun, an activist with thiBvin  claiming to want to enlist in place ofscene. Our message was that sendiugriety of tactics, including civil dis
Cities Peace Campaign explainegioung people in Saint Louis Parkyoung people dfto war inAfghanistan obedience and direct action to get the
the purpose for the dayactions, “V& Afterwards, supporters continued t@nd Iraq is a crime. Clearly the policanessage across: “Ddrenlist. Resist.”
are here to say that we are sick afisrupt business.Arrestee Sarah agreed with us.”
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Students Protest Virgil Goode and Youth for Western Civilization

Six arrested while speaking out
against racism

By Kosta Harlan

Chapel Hill, NC - OnApril 23, about
100 students gathered for the second
time in two weeks to oppose white
supremacists g@anizing on the
University of North Carolia - Chapel
Hill' s campus. Just one week after the
racist Tom Tancredo was driven f
campus by turbulent protests, the
Youth for Western Civilization
(YWC), a white supremacist ganiza
tion, brought formerVirginia con
gressman/irgil Goode to speak about
affirmative action and immigration.

60 students gathered in the Pit for a
speak-out against racisdbroad unit

ed front of political and cultural g&
nizations on campus g@anized the
event. 200 students stopped to listen
and debate with demonstrators, while
students gave speeches denouncing the
white supremacist views offom
Tancredo, Youth for Western
Civilization andVirgil Goode.

“We called on students to boycott the  yNC Chapel Hill students demonstrate against the racistouth for Western Civilization.
Virgil Goode eventThe media makes

them out to be the victim, but we
understand thaYWC is a national out anywhere white supremacists antb point out the blatant hypocrisy of théHe has been noticeably silent on the
organization funded by whiteracist bigots try to oppress people.” administration in cracking down on thassue of the right of UNC students to
supremacists,” saidriana Lucido, a protesters. speak freely against him and protest on
first-year student at UNC and a meminside the event, dozens of protesters their own campus. He seems more
ber of Sudents for a DemocraticgreetedVirgil Goode with booing and “ChancellorThorp has publicly apolo eager to protect the right of politicians
Society andAlianza. “Our protest hisses. Six activists were arrestedized for the supposed violation oto promote their racist agendas here
served to give students a voice that haghen they held signs denouncin@ancredcs right to spew hate,” saidthan securing the safety and well-being
been silenced by Goode av¥WC'’s white supremacy and raised their voicCarlyn Cowen, a UNC undgraduate. of his own students.”

hate speechWe will continue to speak es against racismtilents were quick

Read Fight Back!  Online

E D ITO R | AI_ www.fightbacknews.org
U.S. Out of Afghanistan

By Freedom Road Socialist @anization place? Politicians from the two partiesesistance. Resistance to occupation wgorkers and oppressed peoples in the
of big business will not take this pesithe natural and legitimate response &§.S. have no ‘national interestf
Speaking at a news conference on Maion. It will take a massive anti-warany people. IiAfghanistan a powerful Afghanistan or anywhere else in
5, Admiral Mike Mullen, chairman of movement in the streets here, conresistance movement has developed @entralAsia.
the Joint Chiefs of t&ff, said, “The bined with relentless resistance irthe countryside. Military analysts esti
main efort in our strategic focus from Afghanistan, to force them to changenate that the resistance now controlBur interests are for liberation andjus
a military perspective must now shiftheir thinking. 70% of the country tice here in the United t&es. We
to Afghanistan.” understand that we have much more in
Today we dort’ have a mass move In response, President Obama is rushommon with the millions oAfghans
With these words, Mullen has conment against the occupation ofng 17,000 troops to prop up the failingvho struggle for national liberation
demned the people dffghanistan to Afghanistan.The truth is that far too occupation and prevent major citieshan we do withPAdmiral Mullen and
suffer more misery oppression, and many Americans are silent on thisfrom falling to the insugency But this the ‘interestsof U.S. imperialism.
poverty - as if eight long years of oecuquestionWhile just about every think is a hopeless &frt. TheAfghan people
pation were not enough. ing American says the U.S. should geltave a proud history of defeating everimperialisms ‘interest’ is for a
out of Iraq, fewer are willing to say thepast invader There is no reason tofoothold in CentralAsia to project
The implications are serious. Focusingame abouffghanistan.The way to think things will be diferent this time power and secure natural gas resources
U.S. guns and military power squarelghange this is to educateganize and around. In any case, it is their countryin the region.
on Afghanistan means thousands moreuild a visible pole of opposition to theand sooner or later the U.S. must leave.
needless deaths and untold misery faccupation. The interest of the working class is for
millions of impoverishedAfghans. It Afghans have the right to ganize an end to occupation and for the
means the people of Pakistan will facévhat the U.S. military is doing intheir resistance as they see fitle Afghan people to be victorious in their
more violations of their sovereigntyAfghanistan is unjust. U.S. occupyingshould be clear that the real obstacle &iruggle for liberation - just as we sup
and more deaths due to U.S. air strike®rces have killed or wounded tens o$ocial liberation is not th€&aliban, it is port the Iraqgi people, the Palestinian
And it means that many more daughthousands and left millions homelesthe U.S. occupation with its narcopeople and all occupied peoples in
ters and sons of the U.S. working classnd hungry Dozens die every weekmafia state led by Hamid Karzai. Onlytheir just struggles to be free from
will lose their lives, limbs or mentalfrom U.S. bombs and bulletswhen the occupiers are overthrowmmperialism.

health in a war for empire. Thousands are tortured in U.S.-ruand driven out camfghan society
dungeons in Bagrawirbase.Afghans develop freely The tide of history is with the
Debate is heating up over what coursare subjugated and oppressed. Rotten oppressed. The time to support

the U.S. should follow ilfghanistan. to the core with corruption, the puppeln the same May 5 press conferencéfghanistan$ liberation struggle is
Democrats and Republicansgae government run by Hamid Karzai isAdmiral Mullen said the advances ohow. Recognizing that, we should do
over how many troops to send. Bulittle more than a collection of drug-the Afghan resistance “directly threat everything in our power to end the
who will take a stand and say the U.Srafficking warlords. en our national interests in the regionccupation.

has no right to be there in the firsBut where there is oppression, there &nd our safety here at home.” In fact,
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Israel’s new government, the ugly
face of racism

Commentay by HatemAbudayyeh more Palestinians btheir land in the uphold the supremacy of Jews oveAnd leaders of these Zionist terrorist
1948 territories as well as thé/lest other religious groups, a state that-viogroups became future Israeli govern
Israeli right-winger Benjamin Bank and Gazalhere are also dozendates international humanitarian lawment oficials, like former Prime

Netanyahu, who stated that Israel didf laws in the 1948 territories thatevery minute of every days a manu Ministers Menachem Begin afitzak
not “go far enough” in its 22-day inva explicitly and clearly discriminate factured state, is a state that has r&hamirwho believed in the concept of
sion and massacre of 1400 Palestiniaagainst the Palestinians who live theregight to exist. Greater Israel - that all of historic
in Gaza earlier this year and who hasspecially in the criminal justice sys With the economic, military and polit Palestine, including thé/est Bank and
never accepted even the possibility dem, but also in regards to civil restricical backing of imperial Great Britain,Gaza &ip, the territories occupied in
an independent state for thedions on buying land, building onand against the popular sentiments d967, belonged to the Jews as well.
Palestinians, is now the new primalready owned property and even matens of millions of Arabs, Israel For 61 years, the state of Israel and the

minister He was sworn in oApril 1, riage. became a Jewish state in 1948, estallionism it represents have repudiated
after being asked in February by lished on 78% of historic Palestinghe national rights of Palestinians to
President Shimon Peres to form & his first crack at prime minister a(even though Jews owned only 6% ofelf-determination, return and inde
coalition government. few years back, Netanyahu expandetie land), and forced into exile ovependencelhe Palestinians constitute a
illegal Jewish-only settlements in the/50,000 Palestinians. These nation, one that has been oppressed for

Netanyahus government includesWest Bank and Gazatrp and has Palestinians and their descendantikecades and one that continues to
Ehud Barak, who as Defense Ministepromised to continue to pushmake up the lgrest refugee populationresist Israeli Zionist racism.
in the previous Labor Party governPalestinians out of Jerusalem througim the world, with estimates varying
ment masterminded the war on Gazaontinued land expropriation and setfrom 4.7 to 6.2 million people. Resistance to Southfrica’s apartheid
The Israeli Labor Parfywhich is sup tlement-building in the present and system was the most correct and right
posedly a left-leaning partis about as future as well.According to Israeli At the time of the founding of Israel,eous struggle of its dayt that time,
leftist as Geage Bush.To make mat newspaperHaaretz Netanyahu has the most famous slogan of the Zionistgou would have been on the wrong
ters worse, the new foreign minister islso agreed to initiate legislation tovas that Palestine was “a land withoutide of morality justice and history if
Avigdor Lieberman of the racist, anti-deprive Palestinians of their citizena people for a people without a land,you challenged the Soutkrican lib-
ArabYisrael Beiteinu Party and one oShip and other rights in the 1948 terrias if the Palestinians had never existedration movemend’ demand to
Timemagazines 100 “Most influential tories, in support of Liebermas’ Zionist militias, armed and protectecabsolutely destroy and shatter
people in the world.” He is also a for stance that all Palestinians who livéy the British, terrorized Palestiniamapartheid.Why is Zionist Israel any
mer member of the outlawed Kacltihere must sign a ‘loyalty oathto cities and villages and forced the magdifferent? Especially this new govern
Party whose founderMeir Kahane, Israel. exile of 1947-48 that the Palestiniansnent? It is correct to boycott Israel, to
advocated the forcible expulsion of all call the Nakba, or Catastrophe. divest from it and to push for sanctions
Palestinians from all of historicalAlthough this new government has against it And you will find yourself
Palestine.Time failed to mention this leaders who are terrorists, war crimiThis political movement, Zionism,on the wrong side of history again if
aspect of his history nals and ultra-right wing racists, it issought to bring Jews from all over thg/ou challenge the Palestinian libera
Zionism and the entire conceptualizaworld to settle in and colonizetion movemens demand to
This triumvirate represents what willtion of the state of Israel that should bPalestine as a state exclusively fadismantle Zionism, racism and the
be undoubtedly be a continuation oindicted and condemned state for Jews. Britain, and later the U.S., havstate of IsraelThis is the real road
previous policies of ‘population trans Jews only a state that was formed byunequivocally supported Israel, conto peace and justice for all people
fer and forced exile, a governmentexpelling hundreds of thousands osidering it their settlecolonial outpost who live in historic Palestine and the
determined policy to push more angheople, a state that makes laws to the Arab world and Middle East. entire region.
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Continva la lucha de los
inmigrantes

JULIO/AGOSTO 2009

grande puede oponerse al aumento de
tropas erAfganistan y los planes de los
Estados Unidos para extender la guerra
a Pakistan. So6lo un movimiento re-
enegizado por los derechos de los
inmigrantes puede poner un fin a las
Bajo ocho afios del reino republicanaedadas y deportaciones, y ganar legal
los ricos se hicieron mas ricos y lof&acion para los indocumentados. Soélo
pobres llegaron a ser mas pobres. Ellevantamiento de los afroamericanos,
gobierno dej6 quevall Sreet hiciera lo los chicanos/latinos y otras nacionali
que queria y asi hizo el camino hacia ldades puede parar la violencia de la
crisis financiera que inici6 el afio pasgpolicia con nuestras comunidades y
do. El gobierno invadié a no solo unoadelantar la lucha por la igualdad.-lib
sino a dos paises intentando tomar etacion y auto-determinacion.

control del Medio Oriente yAsia

Central con sus enormes cantidades &m el analisis final, la crisis econémi
petréleo. La administracion de Buslta, los movimientos anti-inmigrantes
también aumento las redadas y deportg la guerra imperialista son todos
ciones, tratando de difundir temor y-ter;
ror en las comunidades mexicana
centroamericanas y chicanas. L
destruccion de Nuevo Orleans
Mississippi y la matanza de las comd
nidades afro americanas no fue u
desastre natural, fue un desastre hed
por el hombre con sus raices en
racismo y la opresién sistemética de
nacion afro-americana.

El creciendo enojo hacia Bush y lo
derechistas hizo que decenas de miles
personas fueron a protestar en contra
la Convencion Republicana Nacional efy, qragor en la marcha del 10 de
o . ' 3 septiembre y que m|IIone§ mas saheronr{%yo en Minneapolis
policia. Esto termind con la ejecuciorvotar en contra del régimen Bush-
de cuatro lideres de la clase obrera, trécCain. Con los demdcratas en podgrarte del monopolio capitalista. Es la
rescate que beneficié a los bancosde ellos inmigrantes. El primero deahora hemos visto un poco de asistenaiinoria disminuida de billonarios
los inversionistas millonarios. mayo fue declarado Dia Internaciongbara gente trabajadora en la forma dgue son duefios de los grandes bancos
de losTrabajadores para conmemoradesempleo extendido y el seguro médy corporaciones y quienes ganan
Pero los trabajadores siguen luchandesta lucha y la injusticia hecha por eto. Pero los demdcratas todavia son wwando gente trabajadora pierden sus
La gente trabajadora en todo el pais fugobierno. partido deWall Sreet y los grandestrabajos, sus casas, sus comunidades
inspirada por la lucha de los traba negocios. Fueron los demdcratas quesus vidas. Es mas y mas claro que
jadores de RepublicWindow en La gente trabajadora se estgamizan ganaron los votos para el rescate de ltsnemos que cambiar el capitalismo
Chicago, quienes denunciaron el papeb para luchar en contra de la crisisancos el pasado octubre, y que pasampar un sistema en donde la produc
del Banco deAmérica en cerrar sueconomica. En Minneapolis, se formda segunda ronda de rescates para lci®n se hace para la necesidad del
compafia. Los trabajadores dé& Coalicion por un Rescate del Puebldancos este afo. El problema no fue sgeblo, y no para las ganancias de los
Republic Window siguen la tradicion Como una coalicion de ganizaciones Bush y los republicanos, ni es la soluciomas ricos: el socialismo.
larga de la lucha de los trabajadores esomunitarias de los pobres, los trabdener mas demdcratas en el congreso.
Chicago. El primero de mayo de 188Gadores, estudiantes, inmigrantes y
trabajadores estadounidenses fueronn@vimientos anti-guerras, han podid&olo un movimiento popular mas fuerte o )
la huelga exigiendo un limite de 8ntroducir legislacion que defenderia @uede presentar un desafio a la fuerza iLe%alazauor& ahora, no mas
horas de trabajo al dia. En la Plazgente trabajadora y haria que los ricague tienenWall Sreet y los grandes redadas y deport aciones!
Haymarket en Chicago, los trabapaguen por la crisis. negocios sobre la politica econdmica. ilgualdad, liberacion y

jadores en huelga chocaron con la S6lo un movimiento anti-guerra mas autcl)-determlnamon p aratodas
as naciones oprimidas!
iTrabajos y dinero p ara las escuelas
y los servicios publicos! jAlto a las
reposesiones de casas! jHacer que
los ricos p aguen!

iNo Tropas a Afganistan!
jFuera todas las trop as de Irak ya!

En Los Angeles gritaon “jObama, escucha! jAlto a las edadas!
iLegalizacion para todos!”

Primero de Mayo, continda de pagink2

iViva el Dia Internacional
de los T rabajadores!

Miembros de Teamsters 743 en Gary,
Indiana exigen respeto y salario justo

Por redaccion

para las bajas y resti
tucién laboral, son

Edgewater Systems for Balance temas muy imper| Trabajadores de UIC

Living es una agencia de serviciq
social que trata a nifios con desorden
de desarrollo, asi como a adultos cd
enfermedades mentales cronicas. L
180 intendentes, trabajadores de mal
tenimiento, terapistas y maestros, sd
miembros del Local 743 de los
Teamsters. Estos trabajadores ¢
interesan por sus clientes, seguid
compran materiales con dinero de st
propios bolsillos.

tantes en las negoeié
ciones, pero como §
trabajador  Gilbert
Washington dijo, “Se
trata de respeto.”

Alfredo Gomez, el
representante d
los trabajadores de
Local 743, explico

llen pie de lucha

UIC, continGia de péaginall

Animados por esta victoria, los traba
jadores siguen adelante con el esfuer
zo de finalmente enagarse de los
pasuntos de la salud y la seguridad en su
Itrabajo.Tres trabajadores del sindicato
— Cynthia HalseyTrillia Richards y

el escenario de estel eti Rios — fueron seleccionadas para

conflicto: “El | participar en el Comité de la Salud y la
Sin embago, sus salarios estan po| director ejecutivo| Seguridad y reunirse con la gerencia.
debajo de los estandares de la indU esta ganandd

tria, y los niveles de dotacion de pel
sonal estan peor que el promedi
estatal en trabajos donde el personal

amenazado con violencia y donde lg
condiciones de trabajo son dificiles;
Cuando se vinieron las negociacione"asX

igen respeto

'Israbajadores de salud mental en Ga; Indiana

$238,000.00 y est
construyendo un
casa en la part
mas cara d
Indiana, en la
afueras de Gar

La necesidad de este comité se hizo
mas ugente porque hubo una fuga de
gas en el edificio a principios de
abril. Tres trabajadores fueron llevados
al hospital, y el empleado de Peogle’
Gas que vino a la escena oblig6 a la

para un nuevo contrato en este afo, lma reunion de la mesa directiva. Juntoraientras los intendentes aqui ganfddniversidad a firmar una prerrogativa

gerencia ofreci6 aumentos de solo dbs trabajadores estaban representan&s.50 la hora.”

1%, 1.5% y 1% durante los tres afiosde otros locales de Idgamsters y traba
jadores del Local 73 de SEIU (Sindicatha gerencia canceldé su junta
Era demasiada falta de respeto para logernacional de los trabajadores de sadirectores para evitar la protestacio “por debajo del c6digoA pesar de

trabajadores quienes ya estan hartos, &&iio, por sus siglas en inglés).

gue tomaron una postura. El 15 de abril,

50 trabajadores y sus simpatizantes-mdros salarios, niveles de dotacion denantuvieron

liberando a la compafia de cualquier
responsabilidad, pues él determiné la
situacion como “peligrosa,” vy al edifi

pero de acuerdo a Gomez, “la&sto, los trabajadores fueron evacuados

gerencia vio que los miembros $solo de algunas partes del edificio y por

fuertes.

charon en frente de la compafiia durangersonal y derechos de antigledashtendieron el mensaje.”

Ellosun corto periodo de tiempo y después

todos fueron regresados a trabajar
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El desempleo probablemente aumentara

Economia, contintia de pagina2 de los precios de las casas, los ricos teciones financieras. Estos mismosindicato, United Electrical (UE) Local

Wall Street con los medios controlado®ancos siguen cortando los préstamdd10 en su lucha en contra de la cierre
quienes son dos tercios de los trabpor las multinacionales y muchogjue los individuos y los negocios necede su fabrica por Bank éfmérica. En
jadores estatales) fueron forzados politicos nos dicen que la economia ysitan. Y la ayuda del gobierno a lasMlinneapolis, Minnesota la Coalicion
tomar dos dias libre de trabajo sin godeco fondo. Nos dicen que la economieompafiias de General Motors yor un Rescate del Pueblo lucha en
de sueldo mensualmente lo que reprga se va a mejorar dentro de poc&hrysler llevan condiciones quecontra de las ejecuciones hipotecarias
senta un recorte de salario de casi 10@orque la velocidad del empeoramierrequieren que estas compafiias cierrde casas y por un rescate del pueblo en
Los estados en todo el pais estan cdo de la economia ha frenado un poc@aun mas fabricas dando como resultéa legislatura estatal, uniendo sindi
tando la cantidad que gastan en salluh problema con esta teoria optimistdo aun mas perdidas de trabajadoresatos con @anizaciones de la comu
para las familias de bajo ingresoss que las corporaciones, que tiengkun si es cierto que la recesion tecnnidad y los estudiantes. En Carolina
mientras muchas mas personas estgrandes cantidades de deuda, estan @amente va a terminar en corto plazalel Norte estudiantes, trabajadores de
perdiendo su seguro medico debido problemas. La cantidad de negocios essta va a estar marcada por el €rela Universidad y profesores protes
perdida de trabajos. Los programas dencarrota esta aumentando, mas @riento de la economiay las ganancigaron en contra de los recortes -pre
Medicaid y el $ate Childrers Health 43,000 negocios se declararon en-bade las corporaciones, y no por la gersupuestarios en la reunién de los direc
Insurance Program (SCHIP) estan bajarrota en 2008, un 54% mas que en etacion de empleos. Muchos trabajasres de la Universidad de Carolina del
fuego, juntos con el programa007. EnAbril, Chrysler Corporation en la industria de autos ya desaNorte. Esta representa solo una de
Temporary Aid to Needy Families se declaro en bancarrota sefialando gparecieron por siempre cuando -cemuchas luchas en contra de los
(TANF, asistencia publica o ‘welfare’)la crisis econdémica y los erroresaron fabricas y concesionarios de-carecortes de la educacion publica.
y otros programas de servicio social. administrativos hundié uno de las tress. Con los millones de casas vacias,

grandes compafias de carros des trabajos de construccion no van Blientras la mayoria de luchas son
Los gobiernos locales y las escueld3etroit a pesar de billones de délaresgresar a los altos de la pasada expgrequefias y enfocadas en situaciones
estan al principio de reducir gastos pate ayuda del gobierno federal. E$idn de la economia. Las industrias lldocales, hay un creciente enojo en-con
gue los ingresos que reciben de loderre de fabricas de carros y el despinadas “FIRE” (Finanza, seguro yra de los bancos y corporaciones
impuestos de propiedades caen junta® de los trabajadores crea multiplegenta de casas, por sus siglas en inglegandes quienes crearon esta crisis. Para
con los precios de las casas y cortes déectos en las compafiias que fabricdneron las que crecieron mas rapidagregar un insulto al dafio ya hecho,
ayuda financiera que reciben de los partes de los carros y también losntes de la recesion cuando leuchos de ellos estan regalandose
estados. En Marzo, algunos 25,00@endedores de autos. economia acumulaba mas y massonos obscenos, salarios altos y recortes
maestros de escuelas publicas en deuda, pero ya no. En las uUltimas date impuestos mientras se profundiza el
California recibieron noticias de pesi Otros mencionan el paquete grande dedcesiones en 2001 y 1991 las perdidasfrimiento de los trabajadores particu
bles despidos en el otoflogobierno para estimular la economide empleos siguieron hasta dos afitermente las nacionalidades oprimidas
Universidades estatales estdan aumecomo base de su punto de vista -optilespués del fin de la recesion. como los afroamericanos y los latinos.
tado los gastos de ingreso y estamista. Pero mientras el programa de Con el paso de tiempo veremos que no
recortando admisiones debido a losstimulo de la administracion dePero esté creciendo la lucha del pueblabra recuperacion para los traba
recortes presupuestarios. Obama da ayuda a los desemplead@s) contra de la crisiSrabajadores y jadores y que nuestra esperanza ver

las escuelas y el transporte, ellos-gagente progresista en todo el paidadera esta con maganizacion y mas
Mientras el desempleo y las bancarrdaron una cantidad mucho més grandeostraron su apoyo a los trabajadorégcha, no con los partidos demdcrata y
tas siguen aumentado junto a la caigmra rescatar a los bancos y otras-instle Chicago Republi®Vindows y su republicano eWashington D.C.

UI-CHICAGO
| 0s trabajadores paran la aceleracion laboral

les llamo a representantes del sindcaron que la meta en el departamento
cato y se exigié una reunidn par@s...cinco registros por hora.

expresar oposicion a la gerencia. Para

enfatizar sobre atencién de calidaddicionalmente, la asistente ejecuti
para los pacientes y la seguridad era, Paula Lagioia, report6 en una
su trabajo, los trabajadores sgami reunion de personal que nadie esta
zaron para vestir un dia de uniforméaciendo el ritmo regular de ocho feg
y otro dia de morado (el color de sistros, y que cinco de seis empleados
sindicato, SEIU). estan al ritmo anterior

Y la semana pasada, los trabajador&n fanfarrias o aviso oficial, el aeel
ganaron. Se restauro el ritmo anterioeramiento ha sido suspendido.
Cinco trabajadores quienes quieren

mantener el anonimato para evitar Eleccion del comité
represalias por parte de la gerencia de la salud y la seguridad
reportaron que en sus evaluaciones de

rendimiento, los administradores indi UIC, continGia en paginal0
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Trabajadores del hospital fenan la acceleracion laboral que amenazo la calidad y =
seguiridad de los pacientes en la Universidad de lllinois - Chicago . QU I EN ES SOMOS
Por Joe losbaker trabajo o tenian una condicion previajEste periodico existe para construir movimientos de nacionalidades

que se agravé debido a las condicionel lucha del pueblo! Reportamos y Oprimidas, en Universidades, y en
Las reuniones de los trabajadores de ém el departamento de trabajo. Los tradamos analisis sobre unas de Ias(étl’os mowm;g_ntos E[),oplulares.
central telefonica de Patiehtcess del bajadores se quejaron de la faltgPatallas centrales en las que se=SPErAMOS TECIDIF SUS articuios, ¢ar

centro médico de la UIC parecen uemonomia y equipo adecuado. encuentra la gente trabajadora y defas comentarios, y criticadlgunos

o L P bajos ingresos. de los que trabajamos para mantener
recibidor de una clinica ortopédica. este periédico somos miembros de
Muchos de los trabajadores usaRero los trabajadores tambi€n se-QUE\S somos neutrales en nuestro Freedom Road Socialist
mufiequeras o sus coyunturas muestrgaron sobre el ritmo del trs_ipajo. Eninforme. Estamos opuestos a la Organization. Los articulos repre
cicatrices de cirugias. marzo, la gerencia anuncidé que |aexplotacién, discriminacion, y opre sentan las perspectivas de la gente y

caga de trabajo se estaria incremensjgn. Sostenemos que la clase de |s0rganizaciones que los escriben. Por
En una encuesta reciente conducidando por casi el doble, de cinco a och@ente rica, que manejan la economia€l momentq,iLucha y Resjstebs
entre los trabajadores, 2 de 3 de loggistros completos por hora. y el gobierno de este pais, no estanpublicado cinco veces al afio.
participantes dijeron que estaban sien calificados para gobernarnos. .
do atendidos por el sindrome del tinélos trabajadores lucharon contra elApoyamos a todos los movimientos Para contactarnos, escriban:
carpiano, se habian quejado de deleaumento. Ellos sostuvieron reunionegit€ denuncian su poder y privilegio.

cias debido a la mocion repetitiva dgpara protestar en contra de esto. SEos escritores SEINEEREGL TR NG

y empleados de PO. Box 582564

. . . iLucha y Resistekon activistas Minneapolis, MN 55458
I—ea ILUChayReSISte! en Ilnea (I)rganizgdores en sindicatos, yen

V\ANW.fightbaCknews.org comunidades de bajos ingresos, Www.luchayresiste.org
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Estados Unidos en recesion economica mas prologada desde los '30

Dolor econdmico aumenta para los
trabajadores

Por Adam Price El nimero de personas en el prograngetiendo por un
Federal Food tamp (que da ayudalugar por vivit lo
San José, CA- Los Estados Unidos economica para comprar comidajr que mantiene e
estan en su recesion mas prologadéen llegoé a un record, con mas de 3@sto de renta alt
desde la Gran Depresion de los afasillones de personas, lo que significaunque el desem
1930.A finales deAbril, la recesién que un 10.6% de la poblacién estaregpleo sigue aumen
que oficialmente empezé erbiendo ayuda para comprar comida. tandose también.
Diciembre del 2007 lleg6é a 17 meses
de duracion, pasando las recesionddientras las pérdidas de trabajos Esta situacion ha
profundas de 1981-82 y 1974-75. Langresos siguen, los precios de lasontribuido al
economia ha perdido casi 6 millonesasas siguen bajando. En Febrero aimento de gent
de trabajos 0 4.1% del total de los-trgprecio de casas habia bajado un 308tn hogar mientras
bajos que existieron al principio de lalesde su subida a mediados del 200&ay un record de |3
recesion. Eso es la peor bajada dElsta caida de precios significa que m&santidad de casa
empleo desde la recesion de 1948. He 25% de los duefios de casas estdacias. Durante lo
desempleo en la comunidad afrobajo agua'con sel valor de su hipote primeros tres mese
americana subi6 a 15% éoril, lle- ca méas grande que el valor de su cada 2009, el 15% d¢
gando al mismo nivel de la Grardurante los primeros tres meses dehsas estuviero
Depresion, mientras el desempleo d2009. Uno de los lugares més golpeadacias o més de 1]
asiatico-americanos ha subido méss es en el centro de California, dondmillones casas. L:
rapido, llegando al doble de la cifra del precio de las casas en Modesto gituacion se h3
hace un afio. Stockton han caido un increible 50%.puesto tan mala qu
un banco decidid
Mientras la cantidad de despidos merMuchos bancos habian parado deestruir casas
suales de trabajadores ha bajado deddema temporal los casos de ejecinuevas que habia
el principio del afio, los desempleadosiones hipotecarias pero ahora estdanido sus iLyR! foto por Kim DeFranco
tienen mas dificultades en encontrar uaumentado sus esfuerzos de ejechipotecadas ejeeurRosemar Williams del sur de Minneapolis lucha para
nuevo trabajo. El promedio de tiempeiones hipotecarias. Estas no solo estéadas erVictorville, quedarse en su casa des pues de una ejecucion hipote
fuera de trabajo sigue aumentandgolpeando a vecindarios de gente dena ciudad cerca dearia. Sus vecinos han iniciado un caso legal contra la
hasta que llegé a 5 mesesAdwil. EI nacionalidades oprimidas, sino tamLos Angeles,agencia que es duefio de su casa, con el argumento que
nimero de trabajadores recibiendbién mas y mas a los que alquilagalifornia, en lugarSU casa seria la quinta en su calle perdida a una ejecu
beneficios de aseguranza para Igmorque los duefios de sus hogare® intentar vendefiON hipotecariay eso causaria una crisis, dejando
desempleados llegé a un nuevo recotitnen sus casas despojadas. Hastaelstas casas. muchk;';}s propiedades descg'dadaj- Rosgmgha cuidado
enAbril, 8.5 millones de personas, urgente que alquila apartamentos estan muy bien su casa en que ha vivido panas de 30 afos.
ndmero que es casi tres veces masectados por que muchas person&h el pasado, muchas personas podrians casas durante tiempos econdmicos
grande que el nimero del afio pasadgue han perdido sus casas estan-coprestar dinero utilizando el valor ddlificiles. Pero con el aumento del
desempleo y el valor de las casas en su
-, bajada mas profunda desde la Gran
D IA D E LOS TRABAJADO R ES 2009 Depresion de los afios 1930, la cifra de
familias en bancarrota ha subido de
- . forma alarmante. Eibril mas que
| uchando contra la crisis 155 000 individuos declararon la bar
carrota, un aumento de 36% del afo
pasado. Podrian ser hasta 1.6 millones
Por la Omanizacién Socialista Camino de la se encuentran sin nadie que los eomde declaraciones de bancarrota este
Libertad (Freedom Road Socialist @anization) ElI primero de mayo celebramos epre. Una crisis de sobreproduccion hafio, que seria tres veces mas que la
espiritu del internacionalismo y de soltomado la economia mientras miles deantidad del afio 2006 cuando la canti
El primero de mayo, dia internacionaidaridad con las luchas de los paisesggocios se cierran o cortan produdad de declaraciones de bancarrota
de los trabajadores, millones de {penaciones y pueblos oprimidos en €ortién, echando a millones de trabacayé mucho debido a una nueva ley
sonas marcharon en contra de la cridgisa del imperialismo y del imperiojadores a las calles. promovido por los bancos que lo hizo
econdmica capitalista que ha consumeéstadounidense. Durante el Gltimo afio mucho mas dificil para los individuos
do la mayoria del mundo. Gente traba&hemos visto la resistencia histérica deéMlegocios déVall Sreet como el banco declararse en bancarrota.
jadora en Africa, Asia, Europa, pueblo palestino contra los ataquede inversion Lehman Brothers, el
América Latina, el Medio Oriente yasesinos de los aviones y tanques-siogigante de aseguranz&merican Los gobiernos a nivel estatal y local
Norte América tomaron las calles parastas, apoyados por el gobierno estanternational Group (AIG), prestamis estdn siendo apretados por la crisis
protestar contra el creciendo desendounidense. El gobierno titere emas de hipotecas Fannie Mae y Freddecondmica, 47 de 50 estados tienen un
pleo, los recortes en horas y los recortéddganistan estd cayendo aun mas éviac, y bancos comowWashington déficit presupuestario, con un total de
en sueldos que estan afectando afisis, y los Estados Unidos estan mamMutual, Wachovia, y Citibank se hanmés que $100 billones en el afio fiscal

pueblo a nivel mundial. dando docenas de miles de tropas mdsclarado en bancarrota, se han vend009, lo que significa un 15% de sus
para tratar de mantenerlo. La crisido o dependen del rescate del gobiernpresupuestos.Aunque aumentaron
Aqui en los Estados Unidos elkcondmica mundial esta debilitando el impuestos y recortaron los gastos,

primero de mayo ha llegado a semperio de los Estados Unidos mienMientras el gobierno ha puesto cagtalifornia y otros estados enfrentan
un dia de protesta en que los -chiras mas y més paises luchan en conttas TRILLONES de doélares en eluna déficit creciente mientras la
canos, mexicanos, centroameridel dominio norteamericano alrededosistema financiero, se ha usado economia sigue empeorandose.
canos y sus aliados exigen un alto @l mundo. dinero para pagar grandes bonos a

las redadas y deportaciones y la los jefes, tomar mas bancos, pag&istos recortes presupuestarios y
legalizacién para los indocumentaPor primera vez desde la Gramlividendos a los accionistas, o haumentos de impuestos estan golpean
dos. La nacion chicana se estRepresion de los afios 1930 Iaido guardado. Con aun mas paga® los trabajadores directamente e
movilizando para romper las cadeeconomia se encuentra entre una-redépotecarios retardados aunque lasdirectamente. Aqui en California,
nas del racismo, la desigualdad y lsion severa y una crisis financierprecios de casas siguen bajando, &hbajadores del estado (con la excep
opresion nacional, y un movimien completa. En toda la nacion millonepueblo trabajador estd furioso con aion de guardias de las carceles,
to esta creciendo hacia la libde casas estadn vacias y no se pueden

eracion y autodeterminacion. alquilar ni venderMillones de carros Primero de Mayo, continlia en pagina2 Economia, contindia en pagind 1



